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INTRODUCTION
TO TOUR DIARY
This diary of the World Red Poll Congress Tour in Australia
2014 is a collection of daily reports by individual tour
participants. They have industriously tried to paint a picture
of each day of the tour and have made comments on their
observations. It is the aim of this publication to share their
experiences with everyone.
A summary of the main points from the Congress Conference
is to be found at the end of the daily reports. The next tour is to
be held in the USA and it is hoped that the enthusiasm for this
Congress will encourage the Red Poll members and friends
from around the World to come together again in 2017.
Richard Daley
On behalf of the 2014 World Congress Committee
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Day 1
WEDNESDAY, 22nd OCTOBER
On your marks, Get Set, and off we go! Wednesday, October
22 marked Day 1 of the 14th International Red Poll Congress
Tour in Perth. A crisp, windy start to the morning saw the 33
delegates boarding the coach at the Novotel Hotel.
Murray Williams gave a brief introductory welcome to the
group, followed by an overview of the three studs which
would be hosting us for the day; he also commented on the
socio-economic issues within the local area. Brendon, our
driver, brought us up to date on the developments occurring
in Perth and Western Australia. The negative impact of the
developments in the mining industry on migration and inflation
was noted.
Our 95 km journey from Perth to York had us driving along the
Swan River via the Eastern Highway. Along the route, a sign
read: “No livestock to be ridden or driven along this shoulder”.
A bold warning indeed, given our interest!
We almost caught Karl and Bloom asleep. Darn!!!
The area surrounding the Shire of York supports the wheat
industry with its large grain silos. Barley and lupin and freshly
harvested hay were another major economic activity in the
area.
Our first stop was in York for a welcome from the local Council
President, Matthew Reid, followed by a brief walking tour of
Main Street.
We are back on the road to Wamenusking; Murray again
provided information on the Tennis Club and the display of

mega farming machinery. Interestingly, we passed flocks of
sheep which appeared to have similar fleece colours as the
paddocks they were feeding in. Murray’s explanation was that
the sheep displayed the colour of the soils due to dust cover
...... green sheep???
Welcome to Quairading – this area had large grain storage and
drying facilities – over 600,000 tons handled through the year.
Then we drove through the Salt Lakes area – a huge drainage
system which has been degraded over the years from poor
agricultural practices. Lupin, a high protein crop is grown for
animal feed. Murray noted that farm sizes had increased over
the years as smaller farms have consolidated.
Rabbits!!!! An interesting topic! Rabbits were first introduced
to the area in 1858 and have since exploded in numbers
denuding the environment and creating a huge disaster.
Hence the building of the longest fence in the world, some
2,023 miles, all in the name of rabbit proofing. This was first
started in 1901. The area is also famous for its Sandalwood
plantations - used in the aromatic oil industry. Sandalwood is
regarded as a semi-parasite growing on the host tree, but we
are told that it can survive without the host.
We are now at Wamenusking, where we are treated with an
excellent display of art in various media - paintings, quilting
and we meet some of the artists. Of course, there was lunch!
Following lunch, we viewed the mega-sized machinery,
harvester and drill and off we go to Yongerellen, Murray’s place.
He charged the Scholarship candidates with two activities; 1)
to evaluate the reproductive structures on the bulls on display
at the farm and to select, with reasons, a winner from the
group.

Delegates about to start their Red Poll journey
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Day 1
2) Prepare a list of 4 – 5 essential factors for selecting bulls
and to review that list over the period of the tour, to see if
the factors were amended by the end of the tour. There, we
are greeted at the entrance by one iron bull and five metal
kangaroos. Quentin and Shezanne Hooper welcome us.
The farm tour included displays of Stud groups and sires
from Red Sands, Yongerellen and Le Topaz, as well as sheep
shearing. Sires from over 10 lines were on show.
Wild flower and Bone collections! Who would have thought
that Murray was walking around without any bones?? His
collection was used to demonstrate the alignment of bone
structure with physical and production attributes in his cattle.
The scholarship candidates had their work cut out for them,
but in the end, the stud bull, Eurimbla Red Rum won the
reproductive contest. Murray’s commentary on the two
reproductive structures – balance, circumference, angle of tilt
which demonstrates ligament strength, became the focal point
for serious handling, discussions and opinions. Rudimentary

teats were cited as important to udder development in
daughters.
After tea, we were back on the bus to the tennis club for the
evening meal, a scrumptious barbecue.
Richard Daley nominated Karl Wellington to offer the Vote of
Thanks in which he, (Karl), described the journey from his first
Congress to the present times, the friendships formed, the
friends lost and the continuous threads amongst us, despite
the distances. Congratulations were offered to Murray for his
excellent display and for the productive outcomes of the day.
Expressions of thanks and camaraderie were also extended
by other member delegations. Quentin and Murray replied
on behalf of the community and the studs which hosted our
day. Murray obviously set the benchmark for the Tour; it was
indeed a marvelous first day start to the 2014 Tour.
JASMIN HOLNESS, JAMAICA

Cattle on display at Murray Williams Yongerellen Stud, Quairading, WA
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Lunch at Wamenusking Tennis Club situated inland of Perth in the wheat belt of WA

Day 2
THURSDAY, 23rd OCTOBER
The morning drive took us through various sceneries, from
bush to pine plantations to lush pastures as the landscape
changed to a greener colour. Driving through the State
forest, I was surprised to see autumn on the left and spring
on the right! A fire had burnt the left-hand forest, leaving
the leaves in autumn colours.
No sign of kangaroos or koalas – would we have time to stop
and see them? I doubt it – the schedule was tight.
We arrived at the Coranning and Aurora studs at Wandering
and for the second time in two days, rain. (Only a little) Will
this be the routine? Perhaps those wanting rain would pay us
to visit!
The studs had started with Yongerellen bloodlines with
additives of Hallmark and others. The females were of a type,
strong bodied with good toplines and feet, in good, fleshy
condition – a testament to the green grass around us. The
picturesque scene of red cows grazing green grass in the
distance was second to none and reminded me of those
parklands back home in England laid out in the 18th. Century.
Did Capability Brown visit Australia?!

to go and fetch her mementos, as he had put them in the
wrong vehicle). After a terrific lunch and special wines, we
were back in the coach and on to Dardanup Heritage Park. A
pleasant drive again through changing landscapes – emus and
kangaroos, but no koalas.
I am always amazed at our shows in England – the enthusiasm
of those people with their stationary engines and vintage
tractors, but that did not prepare me for the sights at Dardanup!
To see the history of our lifetimes set out before us and all in
working order. What an achievement! The enthusiasm of the
owner and volunteers alike is inspirational.
But, is it history? Whilst in the Massey Ferguson shed with
our Kenyan friends, we discovered they have just purchased
a finger lawn mower (sickle bar mower) to assist with their
harvest. The dairy building contained equipment they still use.
They predominantly hand-milk 150 cows, twice daily. Our
history. No, it’s real life!!
All too soon, we were called to our Sundowner feast and on
to the Golf Resort. How distressing. A golf course, with no
clubs and no time to play! Another wonderful day with more
to come. Thank you.
TERRY MANCEY, UNITED KINGDOM

All too soon we moved to the nearby Tanglefoot winery
(or 17 kms, as Maxine Whitely reminded us when Philip had

Stud cow and calf at the Whitely family’s
Coranning Stud, Wandering, WA

Simon &Sally Temple (UK) enjoying lunch
at Tanglefoot Winery
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Day 3
FRIDAY, 24TH OCTOBER
8.15 am. We left our accommodation and travelled through
the town outskirts and into the rural area. Here, there was
a large sand mining industry, removing titanium and zircon
from the sand and then returning the land to a state suitable
for farming.
A few Friesian/Holstein herds were seen, then holiday homes
and camping grounds, apparently mosquitoes by the tens of
thousands, frogs and tiger snakes – the wetlands suiting them
as a perfect environment. Arrived at Busselton on the Indian
Ocean, (not a flaming Indian to be seen) and the longest
wooden wharf at 1.8km. in the southern hemisphere. Here,
the bus stopped for 30 minutes, allowing time to take in the
lovely beach, ice creams and even the occasional paddle in
the ocean.
Back on the bus and our next stop was Black Rock Angus Stud
of Ken and Peter McLeay at Vasse, consisting of 400 hectares
of rye/clover pasture and carrying 350 breeding cows and
replacements. There were 40 cows in the yards for us to look
at – they were truly exceptionally well-bred cows, true to type
and doing their calves well, calves growing at 1.20kg. per day.
Calving is April/May and mating is A.I., for six weeks, followed
by their own bulls. 50 yearling bulls are sold annually with
the other bulls that are not considered up to their very high
standards going for live export to the Middle East. Surplus
heifers are sold to other breeders in W.A. Calving averages
90-95%. An exceptionally well-run farm by top operators.
We were also addressed by Jeisane Accioly, a beef research
officer who spoke on nutrition and production in breeding
cows. Basically, cows that are well fed produce well, with an
emphasis on feeding post-calving, to get a good conception
rate.
Back on the bus to Margaret River and Silk Road. This business
has been established 2½ years. The silkworm is fed on
Mulberry leaves. After 60 days, the cocoons are formed which

Black Rock Angus Stud with
Jeisane Accioly, Beef Research Officer
hold 600 meters of silk. These are then sent to Cambodia
for reeling (unwinding), woven and mixed with Cambodian silk
which is then manufactured into garments and returned here
for sale. Some lovely examples were on display and members
of the tour bought some to take home. We then travelled into
the town of Margaret River for a stroll and lunch.
On the bus again and off to the caves with 8 or 10 going to
the Mammoth Cave and the other option to go to the Lake
Cave, which involved some 230 steps downwards. This took
us 62 meters beneath the earth’s surface where we saw lots of
stalagmites and stalactites, ably explained by our guide. Then,
the long, slow climb back up again, but a most enjoyable visit.
The evening meal was held at the Voyager Winery with
wonderful gardens to wander around whilst enjoying some of
their wines. A very good, three-course dinner was enjoyed by
all. Thank you Aussie organizers for a great day.
ALLAN BRIDSON, WHANGAMATA, NEW ZEALAND

Voyager
Winery,
located
in the
premium
wine
producing
region of
Margaret
River, WA
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Day 4
SATURDAY, 25TH OCTOBER
After a leisurely breakfast, we left Sanctuary Golf
Course and headed for the Brunswick Show which
began at 10.00a.m. for the Red Poll judging.
Dr. Karl Wellington from Jamaica was the judge. After
the Show, we spent time looking at all the displays and
other exhibits at the fair. At 3.00p.m., we departed from
the Brunswick Show for Yarrabah to look at cattle from
four studs; Ranfurley, Bellahway, Juniper and Karradace.
Rain put a slight damper on the festivities, but native food
such as kangaroo, marron and native wines, soon helped
chase the rain away.
Marron are what I would call ‘crayfish’. They are much
larger than I thought they would be. The view from the
Yarrabah Cottage was tremendous and the conversation
even better. Three of these studs are fairly young with
young breeders, which is great to see. The sounds
(laugh) of the kookaburra gave one the sense of Australia.
Everyone had a great time and I would like to thank
everyone at the four studs who invited us to see their
cattle and visit their home.

Ranfurley Stud Red Poll recipient cows with high value
imported Holstein embryo calves. An alternative enterprise
“adding value” by utilising the maternal qualities of Red Poll.

DAN AND MARY-JO SCHMIESING, USA

Brunswick Show. Judge Karl
Wellington, Jamaica with his
‘Best In Show’ winner, Red Sands
Q and exhibitors Quentin and
Shezanne Hooper

Dinner courtesy of Wayne and Belinda Owston at Yarrabah, WA
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Day 5
SUNDAY, 26TH OCTOBER
Early start today – 5.00a.m., wake-up call, to be ready for the
flight to Adelaide. Good flight with Virgin after some hassles,
for some, with over-weight luggage.

were travelled through towards Gawler. North of Gawler,
the huge cropping areas started – wheat, oats, barley and
faba beans as far as we could see. On nearing Auburn, the
landscape changed to more rolling country with more trees.
This is the start of the wine-growing area of the Clare Valley.

Couldn’t see much for cloud, until we neared Adelaide. What
we could see, looked very dry, but a lot of ready-to-harvest
grain crops added to the dry look.

Our next two nights will be spent at the Clare Country Club in
very comfortable, spacious rooms. Another wonderful meal
this evening.

Adelaide is the driest, hottest city on the driest, hottest
continent, but a beautiful city - well laid out with a large park
in the centre, lots of beautiful, old, well-maintained buildings,
and great sporting facilities, all near each other and with the
Torrens River adding a relaxed atmosphere.

Rachael (Hancock) left her ‘phone in Terminal 3 at Perth
Airport!!!
ANNE MCSWEENEY, NEW ZEALAND

We headed north (after a sandwich stop), towards the Clare
Valley. Rich soils for market gardening and nut growing areas

First evening in the Clare Valley, SA at Conners Restaurant and Bar
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Day 6
MONDAY, 27TH OCTOBER
Richard Sampson (Red Poll breeder from South Australia), is
to be our tour guide during our stay in this area and what
a wealth of knowledge he has. As we headed to the Yorke
Peninsula, Richard gave us a good overview of the history of
the area.
As S.A., was settled mainly by the English, a lot of towns have
English names. As we travel down out of the ranges and head
west, we once again see cropping as far as we can see across
what seems to be endless plains. For many of us, these vast,
seemingly endless vistas are quite awe-inspiring.
The early settlers needed to clear these plains of scrub and
gum trees before planting crops. Many of these trees were
‘Mallee’ – an expression given to the abnormal growth of
trees caused by sandy soil and dry conditions, where the
trunk grows almost underground and the branches spread
from ground level. The branches and scrub were broken off
by a heavy roller, towed by oxen or horses and then burned.
When the ground was ploughed, endless plough shears were
broken by the trunks left underground. A couple of clever
local engineers invented the “stump-jump” plough which was
lifted as it hit a stump and sprang back once it was over it.
As the cultivated area grew and farms became larger, the
necessity for larger farm machinery kept inventors busy. Yorke
Peninsula became a mixed farming area with cattle, sheep,
pigs and cropping, keeping farming family’s solvent until the
1960’s. Red Polls were found on many farms then. Now it is
mostly cropping. Before the 1970’s, wheat, etc., was bagged
before being taken to the ports – initially by bullock wagon,
then train transport and later trucks – to any of the 12 jetties
around the Yorke Peninsula.
Copper has been mined on the Peninsula and sent off-shore
for processing. Currently, Rex Minerals has rights to start an
open-cut mine between Ardrossan and Minlaton to extract
copper, gold and iron over the next 15 years. The local
community is much divided and we were very surprised to
hear that the land does NOT have to be left “as it was found”.
Another valuable resource from the area is salt, harvested from
Lake Bumbunga and dried to supply most of Australia’s table
salt.

As we arrived at the Wilson’s “Oakwood” farm, Minlaton,
there were gasps of “wow” from the bus as the Oakwood
cows came into view. Deep red, well conditioned cattle
were quite a sight. Alan and Marilyn Wilson and son Peter
and his wife Kristen, greeted us off the bus. A lovely morning
tea was laid out in a shed with beautifully presented tables
with flower arrangements and artfully carved Red Poll bull
and cow ornaments. The Mayor of Yorke Peninsula Council
was introduced and welcomes us to the area. The cattle
were displayed well, in various groups – some in pens, some
tethered and cows with calves in paddocks where they carried
on grazing contentedly while people wandered through them
– a proof of their great temperament. All the cattle were in
fantastic condition and of very even lines and rich colour.
The limestone based soils appear to have great health benefits
as these cattle get no special treatment. No drenches or
vaccinations are given. The hot, dry summers kill most
parasites. They are all grass –fed or on stubble after crop
harvest.
Peter gave an informative demonstration on how they select
steers for the market or competitions – on a steer that had
been selected from the mob only three days ago, yet behaved
impeccably. This is a herd that the Wilsons can feel hugely
proud of and one that this group of visitors will always
remember. Another fantastic lunch! And beautiful gardens!
Back on the bus, time for afternoon naps, on the way to
the Virangra Stud of Kevin Graham and (daughter) Virginia
Rowntree of Ardrossan. This herd started as a hobby in the
1960’s with 10 cows. There are now 50 very good cows in the
herd with very good top lines and in excellent condition. Their
steers have won carcass competitions at the Adelaide Show
five times. There were some very impressive, well-grown bulls
on display. It is disappointing that they are unable to sell more
bulls. After yet another cup of tea, it was back to Clare for
another stunning evening meal. We enjoyed the kangaroo.
Quote of the Day: - at Oakwood – by Rachael Hancock:“How do they pick cattle for the show-ring? Do they just let
the first 5 cows into the yard and say, ‘we’ll take those’?”.
ANNE & MIKE McSWEENEY, NEW ZEALAND

Port Giles is the second deepest sea-port in S.A., and from
here, 1.3 million tonnes of grain/year is exported to Japan,
China and the Middle-East, 2,500 tonnes of salt per week for
local markets, sand to Adelaide (for cement) and Dolomite –
also mostly to Adelaide.
The Yorke Peninsula is a popular holiday destination, with
good beaches, fishing (snapper and whiting) and crabbing. It
has a warm, maritime climate. No-one is more than 20kms.
From the sea. Water is supplied to the area by a pipeline from
the Murray River.
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Day 6

Arriving at Oakwood Stud, SA

Oakwood Stud - pen of
first calving heifers

Oakwood Red Poll
Stud cows

Kev Graham and Allan Bridson,
NZ at the Virangra Stud,
Ardrossan, SA, farewell

10

Day 7
TUESDAY, 28TH OCTOBER
Off to a good start. The diary was left on the bed in the Clare
Country Club. Unfortunately for me, but perhaps fortunately
for Jill, Erick gave the room a last once-over and saw it, so all
was not lost!
On the way to Jamestown, some good sighting of kangaroos
at last and also learnt that the Grenache grape grows as a
bush, not as a vine.
The first visit was the Maleer Stud belonging to John, Veronica,
Chris and Danielle Malone. Crops grown were cereals, canola,
Lucerne, vetch and Faba (Failure?) Beans. Most had been
badly hit by frost and Chris suggested that most would be cut
for hay. This is the second year running with this problem. A
farmer’s lot is tough!

which can apply when considering an animal’s performance
from the figures presented. Although there was a lot of beef
on display, somehow the dairy characteristics of the animals
were also apparent on many of the animals which appealed to
Eric and I, who sell Red Polls as milking animals.
The drive back to Adelaide, crossing Goyder’s Line several
times, through Burra and Eudunda and the Barossa Valley,
made a very pleasant and interesting drive.
Our guide for the last three days, Richard Sampson, had a
mine of information and was able to tell us so much about
the history of South Australia, the flora and fauna, many of the
other farming practices and so much more. Many thanks to
him for his time and the benefit of his knowledge.
JIMMY BROOKS, KENYA

A nice group of mixed commercial and stud cows, together
with about 120 breeding females. Not such extreme beef
animals, as many of the animals seen previously. One problem
was the scrota on some of the younger bulls were small, but
there was a very cool wind blowing. There was a big spread of
calving periods, unlike in most other herds. This is a carry-over
from when they were farming organically and they needed
weaners ready for sale/slaughter in every month. Now they
are trying to tighten up the calving period. Four or five bulls
are used in the herd each year, but only one bull used at a
time.
This was followed by a tour of Jamestown with Richard’s
hobbies well illustrated, including the Bundaleer Forest and
Music Festival, the Dental Surgery, Airshows and Airstrips
which commemorates Sir George Hubert Wilkins, a man little
known in his own country. As usual, a very good lunch was
put on for us at the Airstrip.

Stud cows, Maleer Red Poll Stud, Jamestown, SA

We then did a small tour of the town, passing by Moyle Park
House (Note: Richard and Kay thank Jimmy for the new name
for our modest home) and through Moyle Park Farm, belong
to Richard and Kay Daley. What was impressive was the extra
work done to plant all the fence lines up with trees and shrubs.
A wonderful achievement, great for windbreaks and for the
wildlife.
Richard’s idea of identifying his cows and his quiz was a great
idea to get us into the paddocks. Unfortunately, although
the cattle are probably very quiet and approachable normally,
they did not take kindly to 40-odd people walking around and
therefore reading the numbers was something of a problem.
I needed my binoculars to read some of them! An impressive
setup and a great pity that there are no family members to
take on their legacy and to carry on the wonderful job done
by them.
Again, a great display of cattle and the end result of Richard’s
quiz was interesting, with so many cows selected and so few
getting the correct answer. The history of cow No. MPS778
was also interesting. Obviously, there are always exceptions

Chris Malone, Maleer Red Poll Stud and
Jimmy Brooks, Kenya
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Day 7

At Moyle Park Stud, Jamestown, SA, Helen Mancey studying form for Richard Daley’s
competition, search for best EBV cow

Moyle Park Lachlan

Guess Who?

Day 8
WEDNESDAY, 29TH OCTOBER
A free morning to explore Adelaide and buy some Haighs
chocolates. Adelaide is a beautiful town with a diversity
of architectural styles and ages, lots of lovely shops and
museums.
1.45p.m. on the coach again to the airport to catch the flight
to Melbourne.

Arrived at the Crown Promenade Hotel at 6.00p.m. Met at
6.45p.m. to walk a short distance to the restaurant Meat and
Wine Company, for dinner. Another lovely 3-course meal. We
are all gaining weight. Some of the party then went to the
Casino.
SALLY TEMPLE, UNITED KINGDOM

Warwick Potts & Helen McKenzie
- dinner at The Meat and Wine Co.
Restaurant, Melbourne, VIC
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Day 9
THURSDAY, 30TH OCTOBER
9.00AM. Left hotel, heading south-east of Melbourne to
Lardner Park to view some steers in the steers’ grass-fed trial.
Mark Harris from Ketlang Stud had a good selection of his
cattle there.
Anthony, the farm manager of Lardner Park talked to us about
Lardner Park and the trial. The steers (36 pairs of steers of
different breeds) have been at the park since June. The trial
is pasture-based. They go to the abattoir in early December.
Awards are given to steer with the highest weight gain and
carcass quality. The cattle are strip-grazed. There are 5 pairs
of Red Polls.
Next, we looked at Mark and Elke’s selection of cattle from
their farm. It included a heifer sired by semen from Zeus, so
Simon was very excited, a group of yearling heifers by two
different bulls, a bull and some cows and calves.
After viewing some excellent cattle, we went to the conference
centre for a lunch hosted by Mark and Elke Harris. Over lunch,
Mark, another manager of Lardner Park, gave a speech about
the park.
It was started in 1963 by a voluntary group and has grown to
this venue of 300 acres. It is now a not-for-profit organization,
run by a board of directors with 5 employees, for the benefit
of the local rural communities. It hosts the largest agricultural
event in Victoria with over 700 exhibitors. After gaining
another two or three pounds, we departed for Cowes, Phillip
Island at 1.30p.m.
We stopped at Pakenham Station to let Erick Otieno Owino
off. He was going back to Melbourne to spend the afternoon
with Mike and Ann McSweeney’s daughter-in-law who is a vet
oncologist to cats and dogs.

The Little Penguins on Phillip Island only grow to 12 inches.
They breed in spring. The chicks are about as big as the
parents now at 5 weeks old and leave the nest at 7 weeks. A
group of penguins is called a ‘raft’ of penguins.
We stopped at San Remo harbor to stretch our legs on the
way to Phillip Island. Many fishing excursions leave from here.
Then we stopped at the chocolate factory on Phillip Island,
where Anne McSweeney bought and ate an enormous piece
of Rocky Road!
Next a stop at Cowes for a sit, walk, paddle or shop and then to
a beautiful restaurant, the Cape Kitchen, overlooking the sea
that opened just for us and served a delicious meal of pumpkin
soup, lobster with chips and salad and meringue, fruit and icecream. None of us were hungry, but we all managed to eat it.
We then drove around the nearby National Park and saw some
wallabies before arriving at the Penguin centre. We walked
to the staging area above the beach and waited until dusk for
the penguins to emerge from the sea. They came in pairs or
in groups and at times it was like rush-hour on a busy station.
Some of them stopped to wait for their friends on the rocks,
and then set off at a run in a group. As we walked back up the
decking walkway, the penguins were walking up alongside us
and then one of them would suddenly stop and then disappear
into his burrow.
It was an awesome experience to see them emerging from
the sea and waddling to their burrows, jumping anything in
their way. A two hour drive back to Melbourne to pack up to
move on tomorrow.
SALLY TEMPLE, UNITED KINGDOM

Delegates enjoying lunch at Lardner Park, Warragul, VIC
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Day 9

Phillip Island

Mark & Elke Harris, Ketlang Red Poll Stud at Lardner Park with Gordon and Vivienne Harris, former Red Poll stud breeders
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Day 10
FRIDAY, 31ST OCTOBER
Left Melbourne via Geelong to travel a short distance along
the Great Ocean Road where we could see lots of kids
learning to surf and a few mad people surfing onto the rocks
on the way to Lorne.
Why would people build their houses in wood, when their
previous houses had been burnt down by fire?! (Just
wondering...)
We travelled back inland with wonderful eucalyptus forest and
giant ferns on the coastal range, where we met members of
the ‘SKI’ club. (Spending Kid’s Inheritance). On into volcanic
country, rocky outcrops and stone walls with dark, clay soils.
Enjoyed delicious soup and sandwiches at Carpendeit Public
Hall (built 1913), then to Koallah Park to see Don Castle’s
herd. These were nice functional cows on fantastic grazing
country.

A visit to Turanga Stud of Greg, Kelli, Brittany and Annalise
Abbott, saw a very good line-up of cows and calves. Thought
bulls had plenty of beef. Passed through a fire on the way to
Ballarat, which was contained, so not too bad.
Alan and Marilyn Wilson of Oakwood Stud joined the tour,
along with Richard and Kay Daley rejoining from South
Australia in time for a good supper at Sovereign Hill followed
by a great sound and light show, “Blood on the Southern
cross”.
The only disappointing thing is that wi fi is not working in the
rooms.
Quote of the day. Dave, the driver on seeing the Koallah Park
cattle lying down: “Is that the place they get ground beef
from?”
ERICK OWINO, KENYA

Koallah Park Red Poll Stud, Stoneyford, VIC

Warrick Potts, NZ thanking
Don Castle of Koallah Park

L-R: Patricia Samuels, Richard Daley and Brittany, Kelli and Greg Abbott
of Turanga Red Poll Stud with Martin Hopwood, Jamaica

Turanga Red Poll Stud,
Kolora, VIC, stud cows
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Day 11
SATURDAY, 1ST NOVEMBER
Left Ballarat at 8.50a.m. Very cold and heavy rain overnight.
Ballarat is 1000 ft. above sea level and can be very cold –
even snow in winter. It is the gold capital with over 27% of the
world’s gold found around this area.
A very historic town with many 1850’s buildings – stone, with
beautiful ironwork on verandahs – signs of the wealth of the
area.
Travelling on to Bendigo, we passed through several smaller
towns including Castlemaine (The original home of XXXX
Castlemaine beer, now brewed in Brisbane). On through
volcanic land (extinct, now, of course), rich red loamy soil in
places, mostly pastoral land with some sheep, few cattle and
water from dams.

At 2.00p.m. we travelled on to the Woodburn Stud of the
Payne family who welcomed us, remarkably, following a huge
fire in February which destroyed much of the pasture and hay
stocks, resulting in many cattle being agisted out.
Over 22,000 hectares in the district was affected by the fire
which lasted several days. The farm, pastures and surrounds
were burnt in the 2005 ‘Black Saturday’ fires which killed more
than 140 people.
This is now a herd focused on beef production and
demonstrates the strong beef traits of the Red Polls. We
arrived at this most attractive and historic property of three
generations in hail and left in sunshine.

Noted wine growing and apple orchards around Castlemaine,
just 1 ½ hrs. from Melbourne. The day is beginning to warm
up as the rain clouds clear.

Two of our travelers arrived in Bendigo minus any luggage, but
coped well, regardless, as rural folk do! Another demonstrated
a novel way to wake a sleeping traveller – just call them up on
their ‘phone! Another great day, arriving back in Melbourne
at 6p.m., ready for yet another delicious dinner and relatively
early night.

Arrived in Bendigo at 10.50a.m. – an old city (by Australian
time), with wonderful old buildings, again reflecting the wealth
the mining industry invested in the area.

Many thanks to Mark Harris for his shared insights into the
State of Victoria. What a wonderful, if slightly hectic, time and
experiences we are all having. Well done organizers!

Some of our group travelled on the tram, some visited the
mine and others enjoyed the sights and tastes of the city.

JUDY & GRAEME EVANS, EVANLEA STUD, MASTERTON, NZ

L-R: Patricia Samuals, Bloom Wellington (Jamaica), Sarah Payne, Woodburn Stud,
Neville Jennings and Mary-Jo Schmeising (USA) deep in conversation at
Woodburn Red Poll Stud, Kilmore, VIC
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Day 12
SUNDAY, 2ND NOVEMBER
Early start this morning for Whittlesea Show. Hoping for
50 plus Red Polls up for judging. A cool start, no clouds –
yet. Noticed a few kangaroos in a paddock as we leave the
Melbourne outer limits behind.
Lots of large, new houses, mainly brick, crammed cheek by
jowl. Did not see too much traffic going either way. Melbourne
metropolitan area finishes at Whittlesea. This Show was first
held in 1859 and is one of the longest established agricultural
shows in Australia.
We travelled parallel with the Great Dividing Range where Mt.
Feathertop was the centre of the Ash Wednesday bushfires.
The State of Victoria now sends out emergency messages if a
bad fire is building up. This is an area popular for cycling.
Arrived at the Showgrounds at 8.20a.m. Gay Ward of Redward
Stud met the bus and briefed us on the morning’s events.
Judging was to begin at 9.00a.m. with an international livestock
judge, Mr. Grame Hopf. Red Poll cattle are the Feature Breed
for his Show. The sun is out, but a very cold breeze.
Thirty-eight female entries, plus several
Fourteen male entries.

calves at foot.

Commentator, Mrs. Noelene King, was very good and ensured
everyone heard who was placed first to third, in each class.
Among other remarks, Grame Hopf stated that Red Polls have
‘the best maternal traits of any British Breed for rearing vealers’.
He prefers medium-framed, fertile cows, with good feet, legs
and constitution; able to walk long distances to water in times
of drought and able to adapt to various climatic conditions.
A very tasty barbecue lunch was provided by the Victorian
breeders. After lunch, National President, Richard Daley,
thanked those who assisted the exhibitors and the exhibitors
themselves for a superb gathering of very good Red Poll cattle.
Jimmy Brooks represented the Tour group and thanked the
Victorians for their great turnout of cattle. It was certainly
appreciated by all the Tour members.
We were a little later leaving the Show than planned and a few
were sad not to have seen some of the other Show attractions.
However, Albury beckoned and there was a long trip ahead of
us. Many snoozed parts of the trip away. With the bus feeling
as though on cruise-control and good roads, it felt we glided
along. About an hour from our destination, we had a short
break at a Service stop for the ‘loo’ and ice cream or coffee at
McDonalds; a welcome respite.

Grand Champion Female: Stormley Lara, exhibited by Trent
Storm. Grand Champion Bull: Red Cactus Jobe, exhibited by
Ross Draper. Supreme Red Poll Exhibit: Stormley Lara. She
was also the Supreme Exhibit at the Show!!

Back on the bus, revived, the time seemed to pass more
quickly. Dave, the bus driver (coach captain), regaled us with
the life story of Ned Kelly, who was born in Seymour and later
moved to Strathbogie near where we travelled.

What a spectacle, the sight of eleven cows with calves at food
in the Female, 30 months and over Class. Not to be outdone,
the Heifer Under 12 months had 8 entries and the Female 1216 months had 8 entries as well.

Rydges Hotel seems O.K., apart from some elevator troubles
and dined that evening at La Maison. Conference tomorrow
and Melbourne Cup on Tuesday – the tension builds!
HELEN MCKENZIE, NEW ZEALAND

Whittlesea Show, VIC, situated
50kms from Melbourne, starting
in 1858 as a Fair now boasts
being crowned Victoria’s premier
regional agricultural show.
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Day 12

Whittlesea Show had great
numbers in classes

A selection of Red Polls on
show at Whittlesea

Conference
Chairman, Murray
Williams thanking
all our excellent
speakers
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Day 13
MONDAY, 3RD NOVEMBER
Today is Conference day and so an opportunity for Red Poll breeders
and enthusiasts from around the world to come together and reflect
on the qualities of the Red Poll breed in today’s world, and how our
breed can be favourably positioned in the beef industry of the future.
The theme of the conference was Red Polls – Making a difference,
and so the day revolved around a constructive look at our breed and
how it can make an even greater difference in the future.
As delegates arrived at the Rydges Hotel conference room they were
welcomed by Jill Bockman and Rachel Hancock, and were then able
to grab a cup of tea or coffee and have a look at some historic and
contemporary photographs of Red Polls from around the world. The
seating arrangements were excellent, and the day’s proceedings
were very capably chaired by Murray Williams.
The conference was officially opened by a former deputy prime
minister of Australia, the honourable Tim Fischer. The opening
address was recorded on film a few days before the conference
because of a requirement for Tim to be attending international
conferences in Rome and Bonn; however the opening address was
well received. The history of the Red Poll breed, its role in the beef
industry and the importance of international trade were discussed
by Tim. Fittingly, Karl Wellington took a DVD copy of this opening
address back to Jamaica where he has been able to present it to
industry leaders and politicians.

including the myostatin gene, performance recording, composite
breeding and how Red Polls can make a difference. At the conclusion
of this session Ian Coghlan summarised the extensive, wide ranging
and thoughtful discussions that had taken place during the day. The
feeling from the day thus far was that Red Poll breeders from around
the world have an opportunity to work together and collaboratively
have Red Polls make a greater difference to the beef industry.
During the later afternoon tributes and respect were given to Red
Poll breeders who have passed away since the previous Red Poll
conference in England. That was followed by the presentation of
country reports, discussion of the next World Red Poll Tour in the
United States and talk about which country might host this important
event in 2020.
The conference dinner was a most enjoyable occasion with Red Poll
beef donated by Victorian Red Poll breeders on the menu, lots of
discussion and a most entertaining after dinner speech presented by
Jimmy Brooks.

IAN COGHLAN, AUSTRALIA

Ian Coghlan from the Eurimbla Stud then spoke on the importance
of marketing, particularly in the sense of us needing to breed cattle
to satisfy our customer’s needs. Ian talked about the importance of
performance recording and suggested that perhaps we need to learn
to like the animals that have the best performance, because it is likely
that their superior performance is because of their more suitable
phenotype.
The next speaker was John Buxton who is a commercial beef
producer from Gippsland in southern Victoria. John is a big fan of the
Red Poll breed, he uses Red Poll bulls and he is a staunch advocate
of managing herds to maximise their reproduction efficiency. John
presented himself to delegates as their client, a bull buyer, who is
insistent upon reproduction efficiency and performance recording.
Following John Buxton’s presentation, Gerald Spry from Mangoplah
in southern New South Wales spoke on how he manages his breeding
program to satisfy his markets and maximise returns. Gerald is
arguably the leading Shorthorn breeder in Australia and his genetics
have been successful around the world. Gerald spoke on phenotype,
production efficiency through achieving excellent growth rates and
carcase quality out of moderately framed cattle, and the need to
provide clients with accurate performance data across a range of
traits.

Conference dinner Erick Owino, Heather Wellington &
Rachael Hancock Fairfax Red Poll Scholars accepting their
jackets from Brett Tindall (Fairfax) and Murray Williams

Don Lawson who has one of the largest and most successful stud
Angus herds in the world followed Gerald as a speaker, and enjoyed
his presentation as much as the audience enjoyed listening to him.
Don compared the production efficiency of the beef industry to the
chicken and pork industries and advocated more extensive use of
cross-breeding and composite breeding programs, as is the case in
the prime lamb industry. Don uses Red Poll cattle as part of the breed
mix in his Stabilizer herd and suggested that the Red Poll breed has a
great opportunity in such breeding programs.
The final speaker for the morning’s program was Gemma Wilkinson
who is the Red Poll breed’s technical officer in Australia. Gemma
presented weight gain data on the breed to show how it has been
trending over the last decade. Considerable discussion resulted
and included how performance data from Red Poll herds around
the world could be used to aid in the selection of animals, provide
markets with more information and help advance the Red Poll breed.

Dr Erick Otieno Owino of Kenya at the conference dinner

Following lunch a question and answer session was held, capably
chaired by Murray Williams. The discussion covered many topics
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Day 14
TUESDAY, 4TH NOVEMBER
The group departed Rydges Hotel at 10.00am after breakfast
in the hotel, 6.30-9.00am. The tour party of 45 was to be
joined by others at the host farm. The round trip of 60 kms.
for the day, went along the Olympic Highway toward Wagga
Wagga.
Murray Williams assigned the three scholarship participants to
mentors, as follows: Rachael Hancock to Alan Wilson, Heather
Wellington to Richard Daley, Erick Owino to Peter Wilson
The two main highlights for the day were (1), Visit to Eurimbla
Red Poll stud and (2), the participation of the delegates in the
Melbourne Cup Sweepstake.
The Eurimbla Red Poll stud of Ian and Jill Coghlan, was
established in 1974 with the Eurimbla prefix being an aboriginal
word relating to the red colour. The foundation animals were
seven heifers purchased from the Ingleden Stud. Since then,
selected bloodlines have been introduced from other states
of Australia and also from the United States of America and
New Zealand. The herd now comprises Red Polls and a small
number of Shorthorns.

to place bets on 24 horses in the famous race and observe
the running on a wide-screen television set in a room of the
family home.
Involvement in the excitement of the event was high and nine
members were declared winners and paid their prize money
at the expense of those whose selections failed to finish in the
final three.
Finally, as a challenge to the tour group, members were asked
to guess the age of a cow that had 15 calves. It was revealed
that the animal was 16 years, 2 months and 14 days old, having
had 1 pair of twins among the 15 calves. The winner was David
Holmes.
A vote of thanks was proposed by Jasmin Holness to the hosts
and their assistants. Tokens of appreciation were presented to
Ian and Jill by representatives of the touring group. The return
trip to the Rydges Hotel terminated at 4.30p.m. and the group
later dined at the Albion Hotel Restaurant. A day that will not
be forgotten!!!
BLOOM & KARL WELLINGTON, JAMAICA

The 150 purebred Red Poll cows and 30 heifers are run under
commercial conditions in three sub-herds. The bulls join the
breeding herds for approximately 90 days each year. Over
95% of calves are born in a concentrated period within two
months, sometimes 10 calves in a day.
All animals are identified at birth and performance tested,
starting with birth weight within 24 hours of birth, 200 days, at
weaning, 400 days and 600 days. In addition, scanning is done
for carcass traits and measurement of scrotal circumference.
It was revealed that 1-2% of calvings are recorded as twins.
All animals on this farm were available for viewing in groups
which were appropriately identified. Comments were given
by Ian throughout the extensive period of viewing the animals.
My eyes were particularly attracted to bulls, Eurimbla Ace (18
months of age) and Eurimbla Leopold .

Lunch at Ian and Jill Coghlan’s Eurimbla Red Poll Stud

Breeding husbandry and marketing practices were discussed
and many members of the journalism profession were present
interviewing participants. This was an outstanding display of
one of the leading Red Poll herds in Australia.
The general farm conditions included new cattle handling
facilities, numerous pens to display groups of animals, large
bales of hay/straw and the masterly presentation of wellconditioned, healthy working populations of cattle. The level
of performance recording and utilization of such records is
apparent.
The hospitality of Ian, Jill, family members and associates who
accommodated the visitors rose beyond expectation. The
luxurious provision of food and drinks was appreciated and
enjoyed.
This tour day was the Melbourne Cup day, celebrated around
Australia. Participants on the tour were given the opportunity
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Jimmy Brooks from Kenya enjoying Melbourne cup day
at Ian & Jill Coghlans

Day 15
WEDNESDAY, 5TH NOVEMBER
Leaving Albury to head towards Canberra, we stopped in
the beautiful Mitta Valley to visit another Eurimbla property
at Tallangatta.
We didn’t have to travel far to experience what a great region
this area is, with a diverse mix of terrain, altitude and vegetation,
ranging from lush riverine flood plains, to high, stony ridges.
(Some of these even had a little snow. In November!) We
climbed from valley to mountains and saw eucalypts with
understory shrubs and herbs, native blackthorn and kangaroo
grass.
There was the Snowy Mountains Scheme to wonder at and
a stop at Cabramurra on the Khancoban, where blocks of
land were available for an advertised price of $30,000AUD.
(Unheard of anywhere else!)

Our next stop was Jindabyne with its beautiful waterway – a
lovely respite to dwell awhile. I would be remiss if I moved
from this page without a mention of “The Man from Snowy
River”.
Memories of thundering hoofs and stockwhips wake the
echoes around the foothills of the Snowy Mountains at
Corryong, awakening Australia’s uniquely celebrated mountain
bush heritage.
Australians claim a direct connection to ‘The Man’ from
the famous poem by Banjo Patterson, relating the unique
horsemanship by this stockman on his brumby horse, risking
life and limb in the thrill of the chase down the mountain
slopes.
MAUREEN O’BRIEN,

Red Poll stud cattle at Tallangatta, Ian & Jill Coghlan’s property

In the yards at Eurimbla Red Poll Stud

Ian Coghlan with Alan and Peter Wilson, Eurimbla Red Poll cattle,
Gerogery, NSW
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Day 16
THURSDAY, 6TH NOVEMBER
A day in Canberra, the Australian capital. So much to see
and experience. A visit to the Australian War Memorial, with
its award-winning galleries, relics, works of art, photographs
and personal items that told of the extraordinary stories of
ordinary Australians. One of the world’s great museums!
I visited the national Arboretum, to learn about the 94 forests
of rare, endangered and symbolic trees from Australia and
around the world. When fully planted, there will be 100 forests
and 100 gardens. It is set on 250 hectares of parkland and just
6km. from the city centre. The arboretum has spectacular

views of Lake Burley-Griffin and surrounding forests. There
are more than 48,000 trees, including the largest cultivated
collection of living Wollemi Pines in the world. The Arboretum
is building up seed banks for the future.
The evening saw us dining at Old Parliament House, now
re-named the Museum of Australian Democracy. Decades
of politics and passion, echo through the corridors of this
most iconic and significant building. You could see personal
mementos and defining moments of each of the Prime
Ministers of Australia.
MAUREEN O’BRIEN

Dinner at Members dining room at Old Parliament House
Mike & Anne McSweeney, NZ
Ian Coghlan & Karl Wellington (Jamaica) at
Old Parliament House dinner

Day 17
FRIDAY, 7TH NOVEMBER
Canberra to Dubbo, “The City of Smiles”, and a visit to
Dubbo’s iconic attraction, the Western Plains Zoo. Eight
million visitors have walked through the gates since 1977. It
is home to over 700 animals and recognized as Australia’s
greatest open range zoo.
MAUREEN O’BRIEN
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Windy Station Shearing Shed, Pine Ridge, NSW built in 1901,
now used as a venue for weddings and tourism

Day 18
SATURDAY, 8TH NOVEMBER
The group left Dubbo after breakfast to make its way to the
Liverpool Plains to lunch at Windy Station inside its massive
shearing shed. In its heyday, this was a 40 stand shed and 20
thousand sheep were put through.
After lunch, we travelled to the Omega 3 Red Poll Stud of
Nick and Prue Lee. When we arrived, Prue introduced us to
her consultant, Alistair Rayner, who talked about some of the
things they were working on to make their enterprise more
profitable. They had drafted up some cattle so we could see

the progress they had made. They had a pen of heifers that
were ‘keeps’ and a pen that were culls. From this, we could
really see the type of animal they were chasing; a smaller
frame, with a lot more thickness.
The weather was a bit on the warm side; however, it was a
nice change from the cooler days we had been having. We
just wish we could have brought some rain with us to the
Liverpool Plains.
RACHAEL HANCOCK, AUSTRALIAN SCHOLAR

Omega 3, Bindaree Red Poll Stud cows, Quirindi, NSW
still in the throes of a major drought
Gathering of congress tour guests at Bindaree courtesy
of Nick and Prue Lee

Dining at the Cascada
restaurant, Tamworth, NSW
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Day 19
SUNDAY, 9TH. NOVEMBER
Tamworth to Glen Innes. After an early breakfast, followed
by mechanical issues with the bus, we are on the road again..
Thought for the Day: ‘Practice Contentment’ (Courtesy of
Murray Williams)
Travelled over the Great Dividing Range which, as the name
indicates, has a big impact on the diversity of eastern and
western Australia?
Rachael Hancock welcomed us to the wonderful New
England region and recited a poem called ‘Turbulence’ by
Murray Hartin.
Our tour passed Thunderbolt Rock, named after a famous
Bushranger. In Australia, we tend to hold the scallywags of
history, in high regard.
Fan belt issues meant we had to bypass Armidale and the
University of New England where 60% of students study by
correspondence. Armidale is also the base for ABRI. Tim
Light’s Lagoona Stud is sited just outside Armidale, which
is 1000 metres above sea level and experiences cold and
sometimes snowy conditions.

However, temperate conditions through summer means the
temperature rarely rises above 30C.
After another fan belt delay, we are on our way again – in a
new bus!
A beautiful drive through Guyra where they have often
experience 42 frosts a year, then on to Glen Innes. This looks to
be great country, but is usually a cold, or cooler area. Fantastic
display of Red Polls and junior members at the Showgrounds.
We saw a range of cattle, including cross-breds, with a Junior
Handler and Judging competition or display.
Albert Hancock gave an interesting linear demonstration. All in
all, a great display and terrific effort by all studs and members.
A proud Red Poll day!
We were then lucky enough to go to Rangers Valley Feedlot,
where Managing Director, Don McKay, conducted a very
informative guided tour. This huge enterprise holds 33,000
head and is currently at capacity. They have approval to
expand to 50,000 head.
Thanks Queensland Region, for a fantastic day.
GAY WARD, VICTORIA

Junior Paraders at Glen Innes, NSW

Traditional Aussie
Gumboot throwing
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Day 20
MONDAY, 10TH NOVEMBER

sweets, which probably tanked worst dish of the tour!

Yesterday’s coach problems extended until late in the
evening, when Dave arrived back with the coach used to get
to Glen Innes with our luggage from the now abandoned (by
us) coach at 11.10p.m.

Murray’s thought of the Day: “If you don’t go home, then you
can’t come back”.
MURRAY WILLIAMS. YONGERELLEN, WA

Departed at 7.30a.m. to go to “Culgoa” and visit the Tanamerah
herd of John Rhea and Jill Bockman. But first – a full breakfast
in the neighbour’s shearing shed, put on by a volunteer group
raising funds for a child health foundation.
A pen of very interesting Longhorn Cattle were on display in
the yards. These cattle not exactly of a modern beef type, but
the horns were magnificent. One steer sported a set at least
six foot wide!
Back to John and Jill’s house and yards to view the cattle.
Some great bulls and interesting genetics, including cattle
from “Cooeeyana” stud, with a high Oakwood content.
Also saw Moyle Park Zepplin and progeny and progeny from
Bowlands Vincentio (U.K.). Noted some good Brahman/Red
Poll cross-breds. This countryside was green from a recent
rain, but has been in serious drought with obvious effect on
cattle, but which appeared to be hanging on well.

Breakfast in shearing shed, courtesy of Jill Bockman and
John Rhea Tanamerah Red Poll Stud, Deepwater, NSW

Comfort stop at Tenterfield, then down the Great Divide to
Casino and Longley Red Poll stud and the Richmond Dairy
Processing Plant. They own the Longley Stud, but we did not
get to see cattle. The Dairy is export and wholesale, with no
specific products of their own.
They process a lot of condensed milk and other products,
some spray-dried and others produced through membrane
technology, breaking up the milk into components.
They sell a lot of yoghurt concentrate in a frozen state. Dried
skim milk powder is basically the left-over product.
The tour moved from there to visit the Senepol herd of Colin
and Janelle Godfrey. Some excellent cattle that impressed for
smooth, sleek coats, feminine characteristics including long
heads and necks and uniformity of colour.

Tanamerah Elton John

There was obvious variation in muscle type within the herd,
with several well-muscled younger animals amongst others
that did not show these traits.
When we travelled from Casino to the Gold Coast, we
noticed a rapid change of climate and vegetation to a tropical
environment, which was not explained to the group.
Prior to the evening meal, we gathered in the courtyard of
the Sofitel for pre-dinner drinks, with some presentations from
the Scholars and then from the Jamaican Delegation who
had to leave prior to the farewell lunch tomorrow, to make
connections for the trip home.
Great gathering at the Moo Moo Restaurant, with most
delighted with their steaks cooked to their liking. A little
different result though from the Jaw-locking honeycomb
Col Godfrey’s Senepol Stud, Casino, NSW
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Day 21

“If you don’t go home,
then you can’t come
back”
Final day of the 2014 Red Poll World Congress at the
Sofitel Hotel, Gold Coast, QLD

Richard Daley, President of the Red Poll World
Congress Committee bidding delegates farewell

Dean Jensen, Kate Goulding and Robin and Aileen Dawes
enjoying the farewell dinner
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POINTS NOTED FROM THE CONGRESS
Promoting further discussions to progress Red Polls
Everyone will have learnt different things. There were a number of words of wisdom, advice, and potential
opportunities. Individually we will have heard what we wanted to hear and often failed to hear other things.
Following is a dot point list which may spark other possible ideas. These are in no order of perceived priority.
n

The myostatin gene comes in several forms. One copy of the gene can be carried but remain visually
undetected. Two copies can be beneficial to carcase composition and eating quality without major effect
on maternal traits. BUT there is a lot more to learn. (Jeisane Accioli)

n

Selection for growth rate must be accompanied by selection for mature cow weight to prevent the
increase in cow size and feed consumption. (Ken McLeay and Don Lawson)

n

Our youth program in Australia is good and needs to be continually supported. (Widely held opinion from
visitors)

n

Work needs to be done to shorten gestation length in the breed which is now out of proportion to our
growth rates and mature size.(John Buxton)

n

Too many undesirable udders still within the breed. (Jimmy Brooks). Poor udders limit the breed’s
commercial acceptability. (Don Lawson.)

A number of various methods of selection of animals were discussed. These included:
				
> Common subjective assessment
				
> Selection using EBV or similar genetic prediction.
		
> Linear measurement and
		
> The Ankony scoring system.
n

There was no suggestion that any one selection system was ideal used in isolation.
n

Red Poll cattle are used for different purposes across the globe and we should not ignore the potential for
the breed to be used for a different purpose in any place in the future to what it is now, nor the capacity
for genetics most suitable for a different purpose being contained within our current herds.(eg producing
milk for specialist cheeses). We may not know what is contained within current genetics.

n

The greatest and fastest genetic improvement to Red Polls may come by the careful use of genetics from
another breed. (Gerald Spry)

n

There is a role for a red breed to be used in the development of the Stabiliser breed (tropical type) into
which the Red Poll may fit, provided the traits for which it is used can be substantiated. (Don Lawson)

n

There is theoretically a market for tropically adapted Red Polls for our northern regions. This may be met
by the introduction of Jamaican Red Poll cattle or the development of tropical adaption to our existing
herd. (K Wellington seeking help to introduce Jamaican Red Poll semen to Australia.)

n

Red Polls need to identify whether they genuinely have traits that set them apart from other cattle. If so,
they must verify those claims and then market the cattle accordingly. The cattle need not then look the
same as other breeds, but would be used for the specific traits they have. Eg Wagu do not look like we
expect beef cattle to look like but their marbling sets them apart from all other breeds. (Summary from
comments by Don McKay. Manager Ranger Valley feedlot.)

n

The industry will change and Red Polls need to be prepared to take advantage of what opportunities
these changes may give. (Don McKay expressed the need to re look butt profile as a measure of carcase
quality because it gives advantage to what is second quality meat cuts. Red Polls are often dismissed as
not having enough muscle because they don’t have big butt profile. A change in this criteria could be a big
bonus for Red Polls).

n

Red Polls need to give greater emphasis to their maternal qualities and not try to compete so much on
carcase quality. They are undoubtedly the best maternal British breed in the country. (Grame Hopf)

n

Only 4% of the beef industry uses the top 10% of genetics while 80% of the dairy industry does. This means
there are an awful lot of under performing animals in the beef industry and an enormous potential for
improved production. (Don Lawson)
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“

There was movement at the station
By Allan Bridson

for the word had passed around.
That the Red Poll group was on the way,
Tomorrow, they would be here on the ground,
So all the jobs had been done, the bulls been given an extra bale of hay,
Now the cattle had been mustered, it was the big day,
The bus arrived, the door opened wide,
Chris dismounted, his clipboard by his side,
The New Zealanders stomped noisely around,
A lone Canadian, he barely made a sound,
Four from the UK, full of English charm,
One American, Mary Jo on his arm,
The Jamaicans, all dignity and smiles,
To tour with us they travelled many miles,
Eric and Jimmy, they are here to learn,
From our Aussie cousins, in the land that does easily burn,
Australia, this land of barley, Red Polls rapes and wheat,
Or gum trees, merinos, friendly people, ten million flies and heat,
The vastness of the plains, the blue of the sky above,
From this land that our hosts do love,
You have shown us good times, good food and wine,
With mateship like this, Aussie you will always be a firend of mine,
So lets drink a toast to friendship old and friendships new,
To our mates beneath the Southern Cross, thanks,
							
we think the world of you.
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