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From the Editor’s Desk
Whilst the newsletter writing has been very quiet
throughout 2011/12, our stud breeders have been
extremely busy promoting their cattle through the
local show circuit, Northern NSW beef week,
Farmfest, Ekka.....just to name a few events.
In the short time I have been part of the society, I’ve
really gained a huge appreciation as to the effort
some of the studs put in every year getting their
cattle out there for the general public to see. Well
done team!!! I think I’ll be waiting till the Williams
kids grow up to show Dad how to lead the Wilanstie
cattle!
I believe that over the past four years the Qld
newsletter has provided fellow Red Poll breeders
and other interested graziers with quite an in-depth
picture of how busy our society gets throughout the
working year. I hope that we can continue to
produce this slice of ‘Red Poll Beef Info’ to our
members and fellow graziers each year to ensure all
that read it are kept in the Qld Red Poll society loop.
2011/12 has been another wet period for most of
eastern Australian with the majority of grazing
paddocks supporting a full body of feed, fat cattle
and finally a healthy cattle market. Let’s hope we
can grab another season or two before things dry up.
I think we’ve been patient enough in the past to
deserve a couple of good seasons!
We’re now at the half way stage of 2012 with the
majority of local showing completed with many of
our Northern NSW counterparts having participated
in. All of these results and piccies will be in the next
edition in December. Again, well done team!
All the best to those studs who are lining up for the
Ekka this year (entries close 8th June 2012) and for
those who aren’t ... make sure you get down there to
support them on Thursday 9th August at 2:30pm
(ring 6).

US visitors, Gearld Fry and Dennis MacDonald,
assess the Wilanstie herd, August 2011.
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2012 Calender of Events
 Farmfest, Toowoomba .................................. 5-7 June
 Royal Brisbane Show (Ekka).................9–18 August
 Youth Camp.............................................5–7 October

Australian Red Poll Cattle Breeders Inc.
Queensland Region
General Meeting
July 2012
(date, venue and time to be confirmed)

News from around the Region
Omega 3 Red Polls
Our Open Day is on Wednesday 20th June—all are
welcome. For more information, see our website
<www.omega3redpolls.com.au> or contact us on
02 6747 4674 or 0429 990 388, or email:
abbottlee@bigpond.com
Omega 3 Red Polls opened for Northern Beef
Week again in 2011. We had more than twenty
interested people and quite a few friends, two
Senepol breeders and others with cross-breeding
operations. All asked for growth rate figures. The
breeders in our region, as we do, focus on fattening
cattle for the Coles and Woolworths markets. They
want to turn fat cattle off crop or improved pasture
at about 500 kg at 15 months old.
Red Polls are a wonderful maternal breed and they
also have excellent weight gains. Our top cattle
match the other bulkier breeds, but they don’t look
as though they do! They also have fewer calving
problems and I’ve been trying hard to explain and
more importantly show that moderate cattle can
achieve top results without problems. So far I’ve
not achieved acceptance locally, but I’m not too
worried as we are only a new stud and have not the
numbers to sell yet.
Our Red Polls offer a wonderful temperament—I
do most of the work alone and they are easy to
handle. They are fertile and structurally sound
BUT to get our breed into the local herds I need to
show others that we can achieve similar or better
weight gains to Herefords, Angus, Charolais etc. In
2012, given a decent season, I hope to be able to do
that, but I’ve no doubt that to sell to the commercial
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market I need all the data I can to gain the buyers
confidence.
Beef Week is a perfect vehicle to show cattle in a
relaxed and unpressured environment, in 2012 there
will also be a heifer competition included.
We are about to start working with the local beef
cattle officer and are part of a bench marking
group. I’m confident good Red Polls will do the
rest.
Nick and Prue Lee, Omega 3 Red Polls

Lagoona Red Poll Stud
Here are a couple of little tips for preparing cattle:
• Work or feed your cattle every day—they
should become part of the family. With this you
will find they will perform a lot better at a show.
• When preparing your cattle to get them quiet,
place a radio on a post in the yards and walk
them past it. This gets them used to the
microphone, noise of the crowd and loud music.
Tim Light, Lagoona Red Poll Stud

2011 World Congress in the UK
By Kate Goulding
The 2011 Red Poll World Congress ran from the 28
May to the 15 June 2011. It was hosted by the UK
and was the second World Congress that Dean and
I had been on. It was great to catch up with people
we had met at the previous Congress we’d been to
and meet a few more we hadn’t met before. We
think the Congress Tours are a great way to see the
highlights of another country, see different farming
practises and of course talk Red Polls!
The Tour started in London with a church service in
St Paul’s Cathedral, a tour to the Olympic Stadium
site and a dinner cruise on the Thames. The first
farm visit was to Ardeley Herd, a mixed farm
which had a “farm shop” and had a goal to produce
as much of the produce themselves for the shop,
while maintaining and improving sustainability.
Then onto a larger Red Poll herd – Bridgham Herd
which also had a commercial feedlot and an
amazing private tractor collection of nearly 400!
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We stayed at Ipswich for four nights, and travelled
from there to Euston Hall and the Grafton Herd.
The first of many stately homes we saw over the
Tour.
The next day was spent at the Suffolk Show, which
compares to our Royal Shows but with a few
differences—we didn’t see a sideshow alley, there
was tractors and farming equipment on display
along with livestock, not so big on pavilion
competition though. It reminded me more of what
our Ag Shows were like before all the Field Day
Exhibitions started up and took away all the
commercial side from the shows. It was also
interesting to see how different animals were
exhibited—we especially found the pig judging
interesting being guided around the ring with a
board and cane. The other interesting feature of the
show was how dressed up most people were, with
the ring stewards in suit and bowler hats, ladies in
summer dresses and headwear—more like race day
attire!
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The next visit was to the Appleton Herd (formally
Beasthorpe Herd), which is run on leased land from
Sandringham Estate. A few of the cows in the herd
are the Queen’s. We then had a free afternoon
wondering around Sandringham Estate.
Another day saw us off to the Courtyard Farm, an
organic mixed farming property of cropping, cattle
and free-range pigs. It was interesting to hear about
organic systems in the UK, which are not as
stringent as ours. Then onto Holkham Hall,
credited as the birthplace of the Red Poll breed, but
unfortunately not part of the Estate anymore.

After show day, we went to see a Saxon burial
ground, Sutton Hoo. Then onto Kirton Herd and
the Suffolk Food Hall, which for those foodies on
the trip was a nice browse around (wish it was a bit
closer to me!). We also watched a butchery
demonstration while in the food hall.
The next herd was Lavenham Herd, who had
exhibited cattle at the show and asked the Tour
Group to have an open discussion on the cattle they
had exhibited. We also saw their apple orchard and
newly established vineyard. During lunch we tried
some of their own apple juice.
Then onto
Uggeshall Herd where AI Sire Lavenham Sir
Galahad now resides, and dinner in an old barn
with a beautiful old oak frame. We then shifted
camp again up to the top of Norfolk at Old
Hunstanton for three nights.
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We moved onto York for four nights, stopping at
Lincoln on route where one of the copies of the
Magna Carta is kept. York also still has the
original medieval town walls, and some of the
classic narrow cobblestone streets. From here we
went out to farms such as the Woldsman Herd, a
commercial Holstein dairy herd, a rare breeds farm
owned by Leeds City Council which had Temple
Newsam herd and then off to Whitestone Herd.
The Congress Conference was also held at York.
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The next morning Dean and I, along with a few
others, waved goodbye all those getting on the bus
to the airport, then we ventured off on our own for
another 10 days. Once again, we had another great
trip! Part of what we enjoyed was seeing breeds of
stock we had never seen before.

2011 SA Heifer Expo
We then left York travelling to Leeds by bus then
onto the train to Appleby, going over the Yorkshire
Dales—a wonderful train trip with amazing views!
We had just missed the Annual Gypsy horse sale at
Appleby, but did see a few on the roads heading
out. We then went to the Bowland Herd, home of
AI sire Bowland Vincentio; we also were given a
sheep herding demonstration, then off to Stoke-onTrent for the night.

By Tim Light
On the 16th July 2011 I headed down to Adelaide.
Richard and Kay Daley picked me up from the
airport and took me back to their home for a couple
of days. It was great to see a different way of
farming. Moyle Park has some really great cattle.
Monday the 18th of July we travelled down to
Adelaide Heifer Expo and got settled in with a
Moyle Park heifer. I had an interview first with the
judges then there were two very long days of
lectures that were most informative.
At the Heifer Expo they have a buddy program
which I thought worked really well. My buddy was
Eleni Fogden.

The next herd visit was to the Moreton Herd with
another AI sire Fedw Stig on display across the
road at the cricket club, then Pochin Herd and car
collection. Then onto Milton Keynes for the last
four nights. We were now starting to realise it was
all coming to the end.
From Milton Keynes we had a tour around
Bletchley Park, where code breaking of the Enigma
Code during WWII took place. We travelled to the
Hinwick herd, where we unfortunately encountered
the wettest day during the trip. We went to
Gloucestershire via the Cotswolds to the Kemerton
Herd, which also has a crossbreeding program, then
onto Worcestshire to the Underhills herd. Our last
day started with a brief visit to Stowe House, once a
stately home now a school, then onto Castlefields
Herd, where we also saw AI sire Castlefields
Nooky. We then had some time to get ready for the
farewell dinner held in the sculpture gallery of
Woburn Abbey.
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Show day soon came around and wow, how
competitive all the contestants were. I competed in
the 18–23 years Paraders and placed 5th. My heifer
was really well presented but we didn’t make it into
the line up.
I had a fantastic time in Adelaide and I learnt so
much. I created many new friendships and now
have a lot of contacts in Southern Australia.
I would like to thank the Red Poll National
Executive along with Richard and Kay Daley for
giving me the opportunity to attend. It was one of
the best things I’ve done with show cattle. I’d
encourage everyone to put in an application and go
for it. I’d certainly consider going again given the
opportunity.

Page 4 of 10

ARPCBI

Queensland Branch Newsletter
Jan 2011–Jan 2012

Red Polls Excel at the 2012 Sydney Royal Easter Show
A Kookabookra Red Poll steer placed third on the hoof and third on the hook with 81½ points at the 2012
Sydney Royal Easter Show steer and carcase competition. He was the highest scoring Red Poll at the show.
Priscilla Hancock also received a trophy.
CLASS: 11 HEAVYWEIGHT OPEN STEER 501–524 Kg Live Weight
Export trade carcase: Optimum weight 281–400 kg, Fat depth 9–15 mm at the P8 (rump) site and 6–10 mm at the
12/13th rib.
Entry: 1104
Exhibitor: Kookabookra Red Polls
Live Place:3
Live Weight (kg): 510

Breed: RED POLL
Breeder: Kookabookra
Live Scan Rib (mm): 5
Carcase Weight (kg): 305.2

Award:
Purchased By: Coles Group Ltd
Live Scan Rump (mm): 6
Dressing %: 59.84

Australian Beef Carcase Appraisal Method (ABCAM)
Measurement
Results
Point Score
Market Specifications
P8 Fat depth (mm)

8

9.0 (max 10)

Fat Colour (0-9)

3

3.0 (max 5)
0.0

Defect Penalty
Market Specifications Total
Muscle Score
Rib Fat Depth (mm)

12.0 (max 15)

Saleable Meat Yield
B5

Rib Eye Area (cm2)

89

Saleable Meat Yield Total
Meat pH
Meat Colour (1a-7)
Weight for Maturity Ossification
Bos indicus content (%)

7.0 (max 10)
11.0 (max 15)
15.0 (max 15)
33.0 (max 40)

Eating Quality
5.48
1C

Marbling (0-6)

10.0 (max 10)
5.0 (max 5)

110

9.0 (max 10)

0

5.0 (max 5)

0

0.0 (max 5)

Fat Distribution - Primals
Fat Distribution - Even.
MSA Eating Quality Combined Total
TOTAL
POINTS:

Albert Hancock and his steer at the
Sydney Royal—a great cut of meat!

3.5 (max 5)
4.0 (max 5)
36.5 (max 45)
81.5 (max 100)

In 2014, the Red Poll World Congress is
being held in Australia.
For more details, please contact Jill Bockman on
02 6737 5214, jack.n.jill@bigpond.com
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Youth Camp Report 2011
By Tim Light
The 2011 Red Poll Youth Camp was held at the
fantastic Glen Innes Showgrounds on the 7th, 8th
and 9th of October. In 2011 22 students took part
travelling from Urunga, Guyra, Armidale, Inverell
and Glen Innes.
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Show day on Sunday was fine and sunny and the
students got dressed in their red shirts and show
gear which prepared them for the Rangers Valley
Feedlot Junior Judging competition overseen by
Nigel Wieck. Placegetters in each age group were:
8–11 years
Kieran Sullivan
12–14 years
Jasmin Ramage
15–25 years
Chikera Pateman-Ryan

Friday the 7th saw the students with their swags
ready for a 12 noon lunch. After which the Youth
Camp Committee allocated a heifer or bull for each
student to take into their care over the weekend.
On Friday night the students were keen to start
making their rope show halters, what fun that was.

A great lunch was provided after which the students
got their cattle ready for the GrazAg Paraders
competition under the watchful eyes of Casey
Wieck.

Saturday morning and the boys were out and the
first to the cattle sheds. At 7am the Youth Camp
boarded one of the Hancock’s buses and headed out
to look at the Rangers Valley Feedlot which was
one of the best attractions the students took part in.
Once back at the showground Jason Sidel, Beef
Officer for the NSW DPI, kindly gave a cattle
selection talk which was very informative.

The placegetters were:
8–11 years
Cameron Jones
12–14 years
Jasmin Ramage
15–25 years
Chikera Pateman-Ryan
Opens
Eliza Newcombe

After a really nice lunch the camp moved into a trio
rotation with a fun mock bull sale along with Kate
Morris demonstrating her parading skills and tips
with the students. Brad Looker gave his tips on
clipping where we had 8–10 students clip their own
heifers.
Saturday night saw the all important games take
place with wheelbarrow races just to name one.
Thanks to Rachael Hancock for organising the
games and making the camp fun.
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Sunday afternoon finalised the Champion of
Champions presented after being judged by the
very experienced eyes of Eliza Newcombe. The
major prize winners were:
The Cleanest Stall
Jason Godlonton
The Best Interview
Greg Pearce
Champion Encouragement
Ben Sullivan
Champion Most Improved
Jackson Pearce
Overall Champion Hersdman
Greg Pearce
Well done to all prize winners—a fantastic effort.
On behalf of the Youth Camp Committee I would
like to thank our major sponsors GrazAg, Rangers
Valley Feedlot, Rabobank and Armitage and
Buckley Stock and Station Agents. Thank you to
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all the kitchen staff and to all those who worked
behind the scenes.
The 2011 Red Poll Youth Camp was one of the best
camps to date. If you would like to take part in the
2012 Red Poll Youth Camp in October 2012,
contact Tim on 0458 744 552 or 02 6775 1129.

2011 Ekka Show Results
The 2011 Ekka Show was a great highlight for the
Qld Red Poll Society with a good showing of
quality animals and their enthusiastic breeders and
handlers. Once again the display looked fantastic
and was very eye-catching so well done to the team
involved in setting it up. A big congratulations to
everyone who showcased their Red Polls at the
2011 Ekka. Gearld Fry from the US was the judge,
and this is what he had to say about the Red Polls.
“On Friday afternoon the 11th I judged the Red
Polls. There were a good number of fine animals
presented. The Australian Red Poll breeders have
done a fine job of making a good beef breed from a
onetime dual purpose breed. They have also
maintained the original integrity of the breed while
selecting for proper frame structure, muscle mass
and quality of product. Most of the animals
presented in the Red Polls, both male and female,
have the genetic potential for high butter-fat milk
which equals intra-muscular fat which equals fine
textured and tender meat; i.e. fine food. These are
genetic traits required to produce a fine and
growthy calf and put a gourmet steak on the plate.”

Grand Champion Cow at the 2011 Ekka.

Grand Champion Bull at the 2011 Ekka.

It’s only two months until the 2012 Ekka so we
look forward to another great showing from the
Red Poll breed.
Junior Champion Heifer: Jalabee Trixie, Cassandra
and Krystal Cagney

Junior Champion Heifer at the 2011 Ekka.

Senior Champion Cow or Heifer: Tanamerah Anya,
Jill Bockman & John Rhea
Grand Champion Cow or Heifer: Tanamerah Anya,
Jill Bockman & John Rhea
Junior Champion Bull: Glenleigh Nugget, PM
Hancock
Senior Champion Bull: Tanamerah Carrington, Jill
Bockman & John Rhea
Grand Champion Bull: Glenleigh Nugget, PM
Hancock
Senior Champion Bull at the 2011 Ekka.
ARPCBI (Qld) Jan 2011–Jun 2012
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Junior Champion Bull at the 2011 Ekka.

Beef Week 2012 – Rocky
A very busy and successful week was held up at
Beef Week 2012 at Rockhampton, 7–12 May with
numerous Red Poll stud members attending. A
total of 17 animals participated in the show ring
with plenty of others keeping fort in the stalls.
Feedback from those who attended indicated that
there was plenty of interest from graziers right
throughout the greater farming community with
many enquiries looking for answers concerning
issues with fertility and milk loss. They certainly
come to the right stall!!
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Derrileen Hotham getting the fine-toothed comb
treatment. Gerald Fry on left of photo.
The group put the Wilanstie herd through their
paces with Gearld Fry and Gerald Wyatt pointing
out some of the finer points in animal selection.
Gearld Fry used a Linear Measuring technique to
highlight to the group how to measure for structural
correctness (especially the shoulders and chest
area) and muscle mass (weight) which in turn
creates more dollars for our animals from the grass
they consume.

On display, there were also Brahman cross Red Poll
heifers and bulls which demanded plenty of
interest. These crosses will also be on display at
this week’s Farmfest, Kingsthorpe.
A full report on Beef 2012 will be in the next
edition of the Qld newsletter in December this year.

2011 Visit From Gearld Fry
By Steve Williams
A last minute visit from overseas Ekka judge,
Gearld Fry was certainly a 2011 highlight for the
Wilanstie stud at Greenmount. Accompanying
Gearld were three carloads of fellow graziers from
as far away as Northern Territory, Central Qld,
Northern NSW and the US.
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Gerald Fry pointing out some of the attributes to
look out for in our Red Polls.
It was certainly a highlight for us to have this
friendly group of experienced graziers walk
through the herd. Their willingness to share with
us their knowledge in animal selection was very
much appreciated.
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 For Sale: WILANSTIE PERISHER
DOB 18/08/2010, Sire: Derrileen Hotham
Dam: Almora Garnet
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 For Sale: OMEGA 3REGISTERED AND
COMMERCIAL HEIFERS
Ph: Prue Lee on (02) 6747 4674
 For Sale: BROADACRE VALLEY RICK
DOB 01/03/2009, Sire: Derrileen Aspen
Dam: Wilanstie Rikilea

Perisher is out of a moderately framed cow with
plenty of milk. He is a bull with great depth and
thickness and is almost 800 kg at 20 mths.
Ph: Steve Williams on (07) 4697 1615
 For Sale: OMEGA 3 CELEB
DOB 11/09/2010, Sire: Womerah Gully Powerload
AI), Dam: Eurimbla Celebration (AI)

3yr old Rick is out of a Wilanstie cow that has
produced show winners with every one of her calves
to date ... and Rick’s no different! Good length,
testicles and teat placement.
Ph: Gordon Brassington on (07) 4697 6090
 For Sale: WILANSTIE BOFFIN
DOB 26/03/2011, Sire: Derrileen Hotham
Dam: Tanamerah Bethany

Low birth weight bull with good growth rate.
Ph: Prue Lee on (02) 6747 4674
 For Sale: OMEGA 3 TOWNEY (AI/ET)
DOB 27/08/2009, Sire: Yongerellen Emmanuel Yen,
Dam: Martinvale Bonz Vin 258
A long smooth muscled bull with great weight for
age (560 kg @ 14mths). 38 cm testicles, small birth
weight—ideal heifer bull.
Ph: Steve Williams on (07) 4697 1615.
 HAY For Sale: Barley, small bales, very good
weight, shedded. $8/bale +gst.
Ph: Steve Williams on (07) 4697 1615.

Low birth weight bull with good growth rate.
Ph: Prue Lee on (02) 6747 4674
ARPCBI (Qld) Jan 2011–Jun 2012
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Qld Branch Contacts
President:
Albert Hancock
‘Yarraldool’, Pinkett Road
GLEN INNES NSW 2370
Phone: 02 6733 4666
Email: hancock45@hotmail.com
Secretary:
Vicki Light
‘Lagoona’, 191 Dumaresq Road
ARMIDALE NSW 2350
Phone: 02 6775 1129
Email: lagoona191@bigpond.com
Publicity Officer:
Steve Williams
‘Goondidi’, 364 Woodlands Road
GREENMOUNT QLD 4359
Phone: 07 4697 1615
Email: steve_kristie@bigpond.com
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Youth Publicity Officers:
Rachael Hancock
‘Yarraldool’, Pinkett Road
GLEN INNES NSW 2370
Phone: 02 6778 1376
Email: rachael.hancock@angusaustralia.com.au
Tim Light
‘Lagoona’, 191 Dumaresq Road
ARMIDALE NSW 2350
Phone: 02 6775 1129
Email: lagoona191@bigpond.com
Website Contact:
Owen Reinhardt
‘Peppervale’ 98 Munro Rd
PALM TREE QLD 4352
Phone: 0411 253 933
Email: ocreinhardt@skymesh.com.au
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