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THE WHOLE PACKAGE

W

elcome to the first edition of the newsletter
for 2010. The Executive made some important
decisions in 2009 to work with a marketing agency
to develop a strategy to enhance the perception, and
market the benefits, of the Red Poll breed. Phase one
of this plan was completed in January 2010 with the
design and completion of the new Red Poll website.
I invite all members to visit the website at http://
redpoll.une.edu.au

Take a Look
at our NEW
WEBSITE!

The website has been designed with a clean,
“uncluttered” style, drop down menus and enticing
images to let people know who we are, what we do
and how we think.
Our marketing focus will now move on to the
publication of additional promotional material,
including flyers and brochures, in order to showcase
the breed at every available opportunity. Ben
Simpson has stressed the importance of adhering
to strict corporate guidelines and consistent design
format for future Red Poll promotional material
Australia wide.
AUSTRALIAN RED POLL CATTLE BREEDERS INC
ABRI UNE ARMIDALE NSW 2351
TEL - (02) 6773 3144 FAX - (02) 6772 1943
Email - red.poll@abri.une.edu.au
Website - http://redpoll.une.edu.au
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN REPORT
South Australia is an arid state with a few green belts. Since
December, the green belts have grown to look like the arid
parts and the desert regions are blooming. These are the
extremes we live with, and right now most of us are looking
for our season breaking rains. Late summer and autumn are
our least productive periods and as a region we tend to be
dormant; although we did have another productive lunch
meeting at Balaklava at the end of January.
Moyle Park was the only participant in the S.A. Beef Field
Days held in February. Unfortunately, these field days are not
as well attended as they once were. However, Richard and Kay
managed to attract the interest of one pastoralist who was
renewing his bull purchases after experiencing reasonable
rains in the outback.
Enquiry for school steers for Adelaide, by Agricultural Science
teachers, has remained strong with one school requesting
permission to prepare a steer for a breeder so that they
can have extra animals for their students to handle. Several
students have made enquiries for heifers to take to the S.A.
Heifer Expo in July which demonstrates their eagerness to get
involved with Red Poll Cattle.
Richard Sampson has been busy on behalf of the region
researching ways to promote Red Polls more publicly in S.A.
We feel that the Angus breed has highjacked the beef industry
with the badging of the two major hamburger outlets.
Unfortunately our research made us realize how financially
powerful that breed is, and that our efforts to gain a little
response from the market would be difficult.

feature breed at Adelaide Royal next year. Considering, that
next year the World Congress will be in England and many
members have expressed interest in attending, and this year we
need to support the W.A. Royal Feature Show, we felt we had
to decline. This would involve exhibiting at least 75 animals,
plus we would need to find sponsorship, and considering that
Red Angus budgeted $30,000 for last year’s feature it seemed a
too difficult task for us at this time. We will again concentrate
on what we do best, the Carcass Competition.

RICHARD DALEY
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the Federal Secretary for rates

The R.A.H.S. of S.A. asked if we would be prepared to be the

2010 CALENDAR w
May 19 - 23
July 12 - 15
August 5 - 14
September 3 - 11
September 16 - 26
September 25 - 2 October

National Beef Bendigo
Junior Heifer Expo Adelaide
EKKA
Royal Adelaide Show
Royal Melbourne Show
Royal Perth Show
(Including Red Poll Annual General Meeting)

October 8 - 10
October 20 - 23
November 13
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Red Poll Youth Camp
Royal Hobart
Farming Small Areas Expo (Hawkesbury)

VICTORIAN REPORT
The Sungold Field Days were held on February 17, 18 and 19 in
near perfect weather. Once again we thank Terry and Lynette
Young for the use of their yards. We arrived on Wednesday
morning with an 11 month old bull and an 18 month old
heifer, neither of which was broken in to lead. To our surprise,
they both behaved very well after the first hour.
Thanks go to Nell and Ian Staff for their time, as it was a long
way for them to travel to help. In the southwest of Victoria,
we don’t have many Red Poll breeders, but through the field
promotion, we are having reasonable success in getting cattle
out amongst different herds from Colac, in western Victoria to
the South Australian border.
Pursuant to the field days, we have had many enquiries from
people and have had good sales of both females and bulls to be
used for dairy heifers and beef producers. In our area, I think
this is the best means of promotion the breed can get, and
once again, this year has been very good. Thank you to the
people who made this a success again.

DON CASTLE

Whittlesea Sale 13th
March 2010
From a catalogue of 5 bulls, only one sold - Sophronites
Saguaro - for $2200 to a commercial breeder, who had
previously made contact with Red Polls at the Elmore Field
Days. 6 from 11 stud females sold, with a top price of $2000
for Red Cactus Prissey with a heifer calf at foot, purchased by
Don Castle. The 6 females sold averaged $1433. The only pen
of 5 commercial heifers, 2 having calved, with the others close
to calving, was purchased by Tasmanian buyer – C.W.Morse
of Latrobe for $850 each.

Farm World at Lardner
Park 2010
The Victorian region once again had a display at Farm World 2010
held at Lardner Park Warragul, from the 25th to the 28th of March.
This year it was once again a real team effort, setting up and manning
the display. Many thanks to Ross Draper, Ian and Nell Staff, Doug
D’Oliver, Craig Moralee, and Peter Smith for giving their time, to
help promote the breed at this once a year opportunity to have Red
Poll Cattle on display to a potential 50,000 visitors each year.
As usual many questions about Red Poll Cattle were answered and
lots of promotional material was distributed to interested visitors to
our display.

IAN STAFF

Red Cactus Triumphs in
Sydney
Victorian, Ross Draper, had great success at Sydney’s Royal
Easter Show with his Red Poll team. He won five of the eight
broad ribbons, and claimed what we all strive for - Grand
Champion Bull, Grand Champion Female and Supreme
Champion Red Poll. He was also the most successful Red
Poll Exhibitor, and, with the able assistance of groom, Georgia
Bramley of Jingellic, was awarded Best Maintained Team (2-5
head).
Congratulations on a great result!

Thank you to the sale committee, sponsors, vendors, buyers,
the Neal Family (always a highlight), Landmark Embling and
all those who attended.

ROSS DRAPER

Photo: Ben Simpsom

Strong enquiry prior to the sale was stymied by a lack of
numbers entered with some buyers not attending for this
reason. Much more support is needed from Red Poll breeders
to make this, or any other Red Poll sale, a success. A lot of work
by a willing few is not well rewarded when the rest continue
to “rest”. Working together in a cooperative manner is the best
way forward for the breed
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QUEENSLAND
REPORT
The last few months have seen Queensland members travelling
to shows around Northern NSW and South East Queensland nearly a show every weekend for the last 13 weeks! Coming up on
the 15th May is the Red Poll Feature at the Bellingen Show, which
is shaping up to have a good line up with exhibits from both
New South Wales and Queensland Regions. Two Queensland
Region Studs exhibited at the Sydney Royal – Kookabookra
and Glenleigh, with Kookabookra taking home Reserve Junior
Champion bull. Quite a few Queensland Region members
travelled to Sydney to watch judging.
The next Regional meeting will also be an information day to
be held at Wilanstie Red Poll stud, with guest speaker Gerald
Wyatt from Classic Livestock, talking on selection and pasture

management. Owen Reinhardt will give us a talk on the theory
of genetics.
Once again Red Polls will be on display at Farmfest Field days at
Toowoomba, 1-3 June.
This year’s Northern Beef Week Open day will see three
Queensland Region studs open for display – Kookabookra,
Omega 3 and Tanamerah.
Winter is around the corner, with the first signs starting to show.
Most of our members are looking good going into winter, but
those around Inverell still affected by dry conditions. We all hope
that conditions improve soon for those affected.

KATE GOULDING

Covering your needs
across the country

You and CGU.
Working together to protect
your greatest assets.

The Rural Press National Network
of Agricultural Weekly newspapers
reach a staggering 85% of Australian
livestock producers every single week.

Jim Pola
(07) 4721 3341
Peter Lowe
(07) 4638 4633

Danielle Hogarth
(07) 4927 9422
Jodie Rintoul
(08) 9365 2607
Claire Allen
(08) 9365 2632
Kane Chatfield
(08) 9365 2615

Carla
Wiese-Smith
(02) 4570 4614

Don Eime
(08) 8372 5222

GD0913-0108

Garry Rodda
(03) 9287 0935

CGU Insurance is proud to be associated with The Australian Red Poll Cattle
Breeders Inc. After all, CGU is Australia’s largest regional and rural insurer and
the one with the local knowledge and experience to meet your specific needs.
Reason enough to call CGU for a no-obligation free quote on all types of
general insurance such as farm, business, home and contents as well as motor
vehicle. Or you can log on to www.cgu.com.au. Either way, you can then judge
for yourself how much better off you’ll be when we put the you in CGU.
Contact Ray Maxwell on 1800 136 765 or 0418 536 685.
These insurance products are issued by CGU Insurance Limited ABN 27 004 478 371. You can get a Product Disclosure Statement (PDS) for farm, home
and contents, and motor vehicle insurance from any office of CGU. You should consider the PDS in deciding whether to buy or hold the product. This
is general advice only and does not take into account your individual objectives, financial situations or needs (“your personal circumstances”). Before
using this advice to decide whether to purchase this/these insurance policy/policies, you should consider the appropriateness of it having regard
to your personal circumstances, plus obtain and consider the current Product Disclosure Statement for the insurance policy/relevant insurance policy
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Peter Scott
(07) 4638 4633

Craig Chapman
(07) 3826 8200

Craig Montgomery
(02) 6771 2641
Brad Wilson
(02) 6882 4866
Brett Tindal
(02) 6921 5299
Graham Petrie
0011-64-3-3129267

Target Your Market NOW!

Rural Press
Livestock Services

NEW SOUTH WALES
REPORT
The Canberra Show Society has shown us that they really
do want to attract cattle enthusiasts to the Canberra Show.
This year a new camping ground was provided, situated on
flat ground above the old campsite, with the old camping area
providing space for truck parking. A new amenities block was
an excellent change and welcome addition to the site. As you
all know the Canberra Show is a great social event.
The timing of the Dubbo Beef Spectacular was unfortunate,
being the weekend after Canberra and at the same time as the
Bathurst Show. The crowd was well down on last year. I wish
to thank David Martin and Dylan Summerell for travelling to
Dubbo to help with the display.
At the Sydney Show, 20 head of Red Poll were on display. It
was unfortunate that a number of members, having travelled
to Sydney for the judging, found they could not get through
the gates until 9 am when the Red Poll judging started at 8
am. Despite this, a very enjoyable morning tea was had after
the judging, which proved to be a good time for all to catch up

with friends. A Regional meeting was held after the morning
tea and it was good to see Junior Members and other young
Red Poll enthusiasts showing interest in the meeting. No
doubt, the future of the breed will be in their hands.
Ross Draper is to be congratulated on winning the category
of Most Successful Red Poll Exhibitor. In the Heifer Show,
which was for both Paraders and Judging, Lauren Jones took
out a 5th place in the Judging. The Trophies for Best Red Poll
Parader in their class went to Carly Brownlow, Kylie Hooker,
Lauren Jones and Matthew Greenwood.
The 100th Wauchope Show this year had 130 cattle exhibited,
10 of which were Red Polls. There was a great display from
Wauchope High School and Dylan Summerell. The Best
School Red Poll Parader was won by Kirralee Ratko.
Our next outing will be Tocal Field Days held on the 1st
weekend in May. Then the Bellingen Feature Show on the 15th
May.

ROBERT DRYDALE

Sydney Show Young Exhibitors (L to R) : Kylie Hooker, Carly Brownlow, Lauren Jones, Matthew Greenwood, Emily Zahara, Sasha Otovic and Dylan Summerell
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA
REPORT
The W.A. region has approached 2010 with eager anticipation.
September will bring the Red Poll feature show at the Perth
Royal along with the Australian AGM and National Executive
meeting.
Four Red Poll bulls were offered for sale at the annual
Knutsford bull sale in Kojonup at the beginning of March,
unfortunately just the 1 bull sold. Red Sands Murray sold for
$3500 to Mr Lance Kemp of Williams. Sired by Yongerellen
Phoenix Endeavour the 1010 kg bull overshadowed every
other bull at the sale on the day. The sire was purchased for
his muscling ability and the fertility of the Red Poll breed.
The Wagin Woolarama was held on the 5th and 6th of March
and for the second year in a row a Red Poll bull was awarded
multi breed champion bull of the show. Yongerellen Romeo
Englander was presented with the award by judges Mr Paul
Williams of White Lakes stud, Albany and Mr Ken Batt of
Brenair Park stud, Drysdale, Victoria.
The Harvey show was held on the 10th of April with Red Poll
cattle in attendance from the Ranfurley and Broselinda Park
studs. Ranfurley Innovation was awarded Junior Champion
British breed bull and Ranfurley Idlewild was sashed Reserve
Junior Champion British breed female, Bellahway principal

Miss Hayley Goad placed in the Junior handlers competition,
all round a successful day for the Red Poll Breed.
Some sad news; on the 11th of Febuary Mr Les Cheetham
passed away. Mr Cheetham was a long serving Red Poll
member, owning the well respected Ridgee stud based out of
Katanning. Although he hasn’t bred Red Polls for many years,
the stud still has registered cattle in the herdbook. Ridgee
Vaseline was exhibited by the Broselinda Park stud in 2007 at
Perth Royal Show and was awarded Reserve Senior Champion
Female. Our deepest condolences go out to the Cheetham
family.
On a brighter note, the majority of the W.A. region of ARPCBI
attended the wedding of Wayne Owston of the Ranfurley stud
and Miss Belinda Lutey of the Broselinda Park stud. Despite
the 41 degree day, it was a beautiful service with the best
man duties given to Ranfurley Innovation, a young Red Poll
bull, and the maid of honour duties given to a jersey cow,
Broselinda park Misty. The day had a great Red Poll flavour
with many members in attendance. Even with the marriage
of the two stud owners, the 2 studs will still be run separately
with a fierce rivalry continuing, especially with the upcoming
feature show.
The West Australian Youth
Handlers Camp will be held from
the 15th to the 17th of April with
Red Poll members and enthusiasts
either competing or helping with
the great event. The W.A. region
of the ARPCBI is a supporter of
the camp with each participant
receiving Red Poll promotional
material.
A meeting of the W.A. region was
held on the 18th of April with
the main topic being the Feature
Breed exhibit at Perth Royal show
in September. Although we are
awaiting conformation, the likely

Red Sands Murray, top price sire at $3500, in the photo, John Wirth, Landmark, buyer Lance Kemp, Murray Williams,
Elders Jamie Hart. Photo: courtesy of Farm Weekly
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Western Australian Report (continued)

scenario is that Red Poll judging will be
on the Monday afternoon of the 27th of
September and the AGM and National
Executive Meeting to be held on the
28th. A dinner will hopefully be held
the night of judging, with the possibility
of a special Red Poll sale that evening. A
great opportunity for Red Poll Breeders
and enthusiasts to purchase some West
Australian genetics, so don’t forget to
mark that in your calendars and we
look forward to treating you to some
Western Australian hospitality.

BELINDA LUTEY

Members from Ranfurley, Broselinda Park, Eurimbla, Raedean, Red Sands, Aurora, Hallmark,
Juniper, Bellahway studs and the honourable Sir Colin Rex.

In Memory Of Alf Marshall
Life Member 1st May 1911 - 22nd April 2010
Passing away just shy of both his 99th birthday and his 72nd wedding
anniversary Alf Marshall still loved his Red Polls, even though he and
his wife Maisie Marshall’s stud “Carabin” was dispersed in 1976. Until
quite recently Alf still had the ability to turn up to beef producers
doorsteps and try and convince them to use Red Poll cattle, even
offering them his time to go and pick them a bull.
Alf’s first contact with Red Polls was as milkers and he hand milked
several of his stud cows for the house. In his lifetime Red Polls have
moved from a breed often milked in small dairies to a dual purpose
phase and then predominantly a beef breed.
Alf’s Carabin registered purebred Red Poll Cattle for 20 years and in
that time exhibited many top quality stud cattle at Perth Royal Show
and many country shows .He exhibited many led steers entering the
hoof and hook competitions with great success including winning the
Champion ribbons at Perth Royal Show in 1971 and 1974.
A true sign of the quality of the Carabin cattle was that even though the
herd was dispersed in 1976, cattle went throughout Western Australia
and into Tasmania where they had a major impact on the quality of

the cattle in their new homes. The Marshall’s property was purchased
by John and Helen Lee who also purchased a lot of the cattle and
retained the stud name. Although they too eventually dispersed there
were several Carabin bred daughters at the Red Poll Feature Show at
Canberra Royal in 2007.
Alf was a keep supporter of the WA grass fed bull trials on their
committee for many years and never missed the change to extol the
virtues of the Red Poll breed.
One of the highlights of Alf’s Red Poll career was being awarded
Honorary Life Membership to the Australian Red Poll Cattle Breeders
Inc with a surprise award celebration being held for him during the
Red Poll judging at the 2006 Perth Royal show. Another highlight was
last year when he was awarded an Order of Australia Medal for his
services to the agricultural industry.
His passing is a great loss to our industry and Alf will be sadly missed
by the many people that he guided in their cattle enterprises and the
friends he made along the way. Our deepest condolences go to all the
Marshall family.
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2009 Lardner Steer
Trial
The 2009 Lardner Park steer trial had a
good representation of Red Poll steers,
including steers from Brooklea Red
Poll Stud, Ketlang Red Poll Stud and
from commercial breeder, John Fowler
The trial began in June of last year with
the steers initially weighed empty, after
a one week settling in period, and then
monthly to monitor their progress.
The grass fed trial is run in two turnoff sections – the first for the standard
domestic market where the steers need
to meet a carcase specification of 210
– 270 kilograms hot standard carcase
weight (HSCW) with 5 – 14 mm fat
at the P8 site and the second for the
heavy domestic market with carcase
specifications of 270 – 310 kilograms
HSCW with 6 – 12 mm fat at the P8
site. All Red Poll steers were entered in
the standard domestic class.
A pair of Ketlang steers, sired by
Ketlang Monarch and Waroona Vale
Metric, led the weight gain for much
of the competition, but finished in 2nd
place to a pair of Simmental/Angus
Optimizer steers. The Monarch sired
steer missed out on having the highest
overall gain of any steer by a mere 1 kg.
The average daily weight gain for this
pair of steers was 1.28 kg, compared
to the average for the trial of 1.15 kg.
After the carcases were evaluated and
points for weight gain and carcase
scores were added together, the Ketlang
steers finished 2nd place overall.
An achievement the breeder is very
proud of considering that many of the
entries were cross bred or composite
steers.

MARK HARRIS
(KETLANG RED
POLL STUD)
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June 2009, Ketlang steers at the start of the Lardner Park steer trial

Ketlang steers on their final weigh date after overnight curfewprior
to their being transported to the abattoir

Combined Weight Gain and Carcase Award
1st SimAngus Optimiser
2nd Ketlang Red Poll
3rd Bazadais-Angus		

218.5 pts
214.2 pts
213.5 pts

Victorian Red Poll On Farm Challenge
Our Red Poll “On Farm Challenge” commenced on Tuesday,
19th January and finished on Saturday morning, 21st January
at the property of Ian and Nell Staff with a demonstration of
Ian Moreland’s judging procedure on a cow to the participants
in the Challenge.
Trophies were awarded to the winners and this event was
followed by a lunch and Victorian Regional meeting of the
Australian Red Poll Cattle Breeders Inc.. The judge was driven
to the Gippsland herds by Doug D’Oliver and to the rest of the
herds by Don Castle, President of the Victorian Region. He
estimated that he drove 1500 km in the few days.
Judge, Ian Moreland of Studcare Genetics, said he was very
impressed by the Red Polls he saw and had to change some
of his ideas about structure, as the width of thurl was slightly
narrower in many of the animals inspected, although they still
calved with no problems.
His judging system relies on a list of characteristics all related
to productivity and fertility; with a score possibility ranging
from 1-10 where 5 was the optimal score. Thus, scores of
3-1 and 8-10 were bad and scores of 4-6 acceptable. Media
coverage occurred in both the Weekly Times and the Stock
and Land. The competition was open to commercial, junior

RESULTS Champion Female: S & J Coles Cannons Creek - Rhyd-Talog Blackberry.
Champion Bull: R. Draper - Arthurs Creek Red Cactus Jetta

and full members with aims:
3

To promote and improve the Red Poll Breed to meet
future market needs.

3

To provide assistance to breeders by communication
with experts who can provide constructive comments
about individual animals and/or herds.

3

To stimulate fellowship between members from
different areas of Victoria

3

To hear first hand, what members see as important, for
the future direction of the Red Poll Community.

There were 5 age classes for females, 4 for bulls, a class for
a pair of steers and one for two offspring of one sire with 20
the maximum number of cattle entries per herd. Cattle were
presented in paddock condition and yarded for inspection by
the Judge. In total, 91 Red Poll females and 20 Red Poll bulls
were entered.

Left to Right : Stephen Coles - Owner of Champion Female,
Ian Moreland - Judge, Ross Draper - Owner of Champion Bull
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2010 Sydney Royal
Competition
Winners
Breeders from Queensland, New South Wales
and Victoria exhibited their cattle
Judge - Glen Tout

CONTACTS
National Executive
President
KATE GOULDING (QLD)		
Cottage 2, 1243 Bruxner Highway
WOLLONGBAR NSW 2477
P: (02) 6628 0842 M: 0428 221077
Email: katgo@mullum.com.au
Vice President
MARK HARRIS (VIC)
230 Cams Road, LANG LANG VIC 3984
P/F: (03) 5997 8340 M: 0407 045957
Email: meharris1@bigpond.com
Treasurer

Junior Champion Female:

Mrs J A Smith - Glenrossal Destiny

Reserve Junior Champion Female:

Mrs J A Smith - Glenrossal Delila

Senior Champion Female:

Mr Ross Draper - Red Cactus Jolly

Reserve Senior Champion Female:

Mr Ross Draper - Red Cactus Issy

RICHARD DALEY (SA)
PO Box 169, JAMESTOWN SA 5491
P: (08) 8664 1463 F: (08) 8664 0200
Email: moylpark@ozemail.com.au
Web: www.moylepark.com

Grand Champion Female:

Mr Ross Draper - Red Cactus Jolly

Junior Coordinator

Junior Champion Bull:

Mr Ross Draper - Red Cactus Wilbur

Reserve Junior Champion Bull:

Mr A J & R M Hancock - Kookabookra Jack

Senior Champion Bull:

Mr Ross Draper - Red Cactus Land Boy

Reserve Senior Champion Bull:

Mr Ross Draper - Red Cactus Eldorado

WAYNE OWSTON
PO Box 34, SERPENTINE WA 6125
P: (08) 9525 2052 F: (08) 9525 5282
M: 0428 116103
Email: ranfurleyrp@yahoo.com

Grand Champion Bull:

Mr Ross Draper - Red Cactus Land Boy

Best Exhibit:

Mr Ross Draper - Red Cactus Land Boy

Best Maintained Red Poll Team:

Mr Ross Draper

The Brigadeer G S Hurst Trophy:

Mr Ross Draper - Red Cactus Land Boy

The W K Cowlishaw Trophy For
Mr Ross Draper - Red Cactus Land Boy
Best Exhibit: (donated by the Family of the late W.K. Cowlishaw Founder of
The Arrow Red Poll Stud)

IAN STAFF		
65 Burtons Road, PHEASANT CREEK VIC 3757
P/F: (03) 5786 5251 M: 0411 314 501
Email: ianstaff@techinfo.com.au
Web: www.sophronitesredpoll.com
ROBERT DRYSDALE (NSW)
285 Upper Rollands Plains Road
ROLLANDS PLAINS NSW 2441
P/F: (02) 6585 8022
M: 0427 866471 or 0429 858022
Email: willorn@optusnet.com.au
CATHERINE WHITELY
22 Hampton Street, NORTHAM WA 6401
M: 0429 205 824
Email: catherine.whitely@cba.com.au
ABRI CONTACTS
Executive Officer
Keryn Hutton
P: (02) 6773 3059 F: (02) 6772 1943
Email: red.poll@abri.une.edu.au
Registrar
Cheryl Green
P: (02) 6773 3144 F: (02) 6772 1943
Email: cheryl.green@abri.une.edu.au
Technical Officer
Ashlee Austin
P: (02) 6773 3056 F: (02) 6772 5376
Email: ashlee@sbts.une.edu.au
BREEDPLAN Processing

Judge Glen Tout, Wagga, NSW with Grand Champion bull, being sashed by Ian Henderon,
Crookwell, NSW and led by Georgia B Romley , Holbrook , NSW. Photo: W.Jenkins
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Diana Wood
P: (02) 6773 3546 F: (02) 6772 5376
Email: red.poll@abri.une.edu.au
Web: www.BREEDPLAN.une.edu.au

FROM KERYN w
Welcome to the first newsletter of the year. Already numerous
events have been organized and supported by members to
promote the breed. One of the best initiatives has been the
Lardner Park steer trial where Red Poll steers have once again
proven they have the carcase attributes desired by the industry.

However, we do need to constantly push to promote the breed,
given the competition, and to be aware of different strategies,
current technology and information available, which is put to
good use by other breeds to increase market share.

On that note, I would refer
members to the following
notification from the Southern
Beef
Technology
Service
(SBTS) of which the Society
is a stakeholder, and I would
encourage all members to make
use of this service.

KERYN HUTTON
FEDERAL SECRETARY

Southern Beef Technology
Services – Phase II
The first phase of the Southern Beef Technology Services
(SBTS) project commenced in March 2005. This workshop
identified the need for breed associations to share resources
where they had common goals.
The project came under a successful review by MLA in
December 2009, for re-funding for a further 4-year term, this
being 2010 to 2013. This funding application came with the
backing of all previous stakeholder breed societies including
the ARPCBI. Of note, Angus Australia, who was absent as a
stakeholder in the first 5 years of the SBTS project, committed
to the second term of the project.
The approval of this funding application has ensured that
members from all major beef breeds represented in Australia
will be provided with structured and consistent education and
technical support via either the SBTS or TBTS projects from
2010 onwards. As both projects are managed under the one
umbrella, a truly national extension program for genetic
technologies will be established in the beef industry for the
first time.
The second phase of the SBTS project will continue to offer
Technical support to the ARPCBI and its members through
Individual Producer/Member Support via phone and email
support and also on property support. Technical support
is also offered to the Societies Council/ Board. As well as
continuing to offer members the “Closer to your Client”
workshop package, SBTS will also be aiming to roll out a
series of Webinars on BREEDPLAN related topics including
‘Back to Basics’. The Societies’ members are also encouraged
to approach the Society with any topics that they would like to
see addressed in webinars and workshops.

The SBTS team wishes to thank
the Australian Red Poll Cattle
Breeders Inc. for their support in
the first phase of the project and
is looking forward to working
with the breed society and its
membership in the next phase of
the SBTS project.
I would also like to take this
opportunity to introduce myself
to you. My name is Ashlee Austin and I will be the Red Poll
Technical Officer in the second phase of the SBTS project,
taking over from Christian Duff. I began my employment
with ABRI in January 2009 as a BREEDPLAN consultant
after graduating from the University of New England with a
degree in Agriculture. In 2009 and early 2010 I presented at
several Australian events to both seedstock and commercial
producers. My time in the BREEDPLAN team has also given
me a sound footing in the understanding of technical issues.
I look forward to working with and getting to know the Red
Poll Society and its members in this phase of the SBTS project.
ARPCB members are encouraged to contact Ashlee Austin,
Red Poll SBTS technical officer with all breeding, genetics or
selection technical queries
Phone: (02) 6773 3056
Email: ashlee@sbts.une.edu.au

ASHLEE AUSTIN
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CONGRESS
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13th INTERNATIONAL
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